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E fallow 
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the Failure © Events, in 
many Inftances, would by this 
ime have put 4 Stop to the Pretenſes of our 
odern Prophets, and convinced their Fol- 
owers, as many of them promiſed they ſhould, 
f the Vanity, and Deluſion of thoje Pre- 
enſes, I confeſs, for my own Part, I al- 
"ays thought, and often ſaid it, that they 
pould make uſe of thoſe very Evaſions for 
poldins ont longer than any Period fixed, 
hich I ſee now they have actually had Re- 
ourſe to. And whether they did or n0; 
„het her they proceeded or ted 3 it was 
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my Judgment that the Wounds which they 
had given ro the Antient Prophets, «nd the 
ſtrange Abſurdities which they had fixed up- 
asu them in their Zeal for their own De- 
tenſe, were ſtill the ſame ; and ſtill had 
the ſame tendency to weaken the Credit 
of all Revel'd Religion among ſt Men 
of Unſtable Principles : by whom they were 
embraced, I found, and uſed, to that very 
Purpoſe, So that it # not ſo much out 
of Expettation to convince any Perſons en- 
gaged in this Modern Cauſe, who have 
taken freſh Courage from the Failures God 
hath wouchſafed them; (tho 1 could hear- 
tily wiſh for ſuch an Efjett ;,) as with De- 
ſien to maintain the Credit of the An- 
tient Prophets that I now give the World 
this Trouble viz. To ſhew that there is no 
Similitude in any one Material Inſtance 
between them; that all their Allegations to 
the contrary are groundleſs and that our 
New Prophets muſt ſtand or fall by them- 
felves, without engagins the Antient ones 
in their Qnarrel. This ſeemed necefſary in 
Juſtice to the ſacred Writings : For which 
it 15 to be hoped that all Concera is net 
loſt amongſt Alen; the the Patrons of 
this New Diſpenſation have ſtruck ſuch 
a Stroak at them in their baſty Zeal, 4s 
F they cared not what became of * jo 

their 


PREFACE. 
their New Cauſe might gain Ground, 4 
tax them not with any evil Deſign againſt 


them : But endeavour to guard againſt the 
Evil Effects of what they have unwarily, 


and without Ground, fixed upon them. 


If, in the doing this, I differ in any Parti- 
cular from a received Notion, or the Fudg- 
ment of others, who equally diſapprove the 
Infuſtice done to the Old Prophets, let it 
be pardoned to the"\'yood Deſign which 1 
have in the Main: And if in any Part of 
this Work I have ignorantly run into any 


Error of Conſequence, let it be detected, 


and confuted, with the Spirit of Demonſtræ- 
tien, and Meekneſs. On the other Side, let 
not any of the Perſons engaged in this New 
Cauſe pretend that I am umqualiſied for 
ſuch a Work, becauſe I have not (they may 
imagine) been 7 ſelf amongſt them : For 
1 aſſure them I take all the Accounts of 
their Behaviour upon Truſt from themſelves, 
believing for the preſent every thing amongſt 
them to be juſt what they relate it to be, 
without queſtioning the Truth of their Re- 
lations. Beſides, my Buſineſs is not to com- 
ment upen their Proceedings, or to expoſe 
them; but to defend the Antient Scripture- 
Prophets : Of whom, by the Way, I muſt 
obſerve, that theſe Moderns themſelves can- 
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not pretend to you any Judgment, if none 

be allowed competent Judges, but ſuch 
as have been Eye-witneſſes, and Ear-wit- 
neſles, to the very Geſtures, and Voices of 
the Inſpired. | | 


Some judicious Perſons may think that 
too much defererce is here paid to the Ef- 
forts of Men addicted to our New Pro- 
phets. But let it be remember d that the 
Deference is paid to the Antient Prophets 
rather thau to them: and that when Men 
of Senſe and Learning in other Points, un- 
dertake a Cauſe of ſo pernicious Conſequence 
to Reveled Religion, it is not the Weaks 


neſs of what they ſay, that will be Anti- 


dote enough againſt the Poiſon of it, un- 
leſs it be detected, and evidentiy laid be 


ok chere the Reader's Eyes, 


Others, I find, think that Raillery and 
Banter zs the beſt Way of handling even 
the moſt ſacred Matters. But let it be 
tried firſt how Princes, and Men in great 
Offices, will like to have their Qualities, 
their Decrees, their Commiſſions, examined 
by their Servants and all under them, with 
an Ayre of Ridicule; and what Ground 
their juſt Authority will get in Humane 
Society, ſhould every thing relating to them- 
** ſelves 
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ſelves be univerſally. handled in Humour, 
aud Grimace, and Buffoonry; and. then it 
will be time to try it in more Import ant 
Matters, I doubt, Mathematical Truths 
themſelves would be exploded by Univerſal 
— and Ridicule; as well as all Or- 
der and Decency out of Humane. Society : 
And" I fear this New Teſt of Truth »s 
of that * L Nature, that it will ſuffer 
nothing to be true. I am e , uld 
be generally- embraced, the World 
at length to be made up of Creatures per- 
petually grinning, and mimicking, and play- 
ing Mountebank-tricks t one another: 


And they muſt always be in the Right, who 


can get the longeſt and loudeſt Laugh 
on their Side. A ſerious Countenance 
muſt be a monſtrous Sight: And an honeſt 
Enquirer into Truth the greateſt Jeſt .- 


maginable. And let aux. ane. judge. 1 a- 


Bleſſed State of things muſt ſucceed ! 


It is a melancholy Contemplation to think 
how much the Atheiſm and Profaneneſs 
of ſome tends to the extreme of Enthuſiaſm 
in others; and how reciprocally the Enthu- 
ſiaſm of theſe others feeds and nouviſheth 
that Atheiſm, and Profaneneſs : Whilſt 


the ſerious and ſedate 5717 lying be- 


tween the two Extremes, fers from both 5 
SM 


muſt come 
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the profane condemning it with Enthuſiaſm 
in the Lump for Madneſs; and 1% En- 
thuſiaſtical * it 4 4 Dry State 
little better than No Religion at- all, be- 
cauſe it is not guiaed, and governed by 


— wg <> + -- | 
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s | their Maxims, and doth not pretend to 
= | their Heighths. I pray God in Mercy to 
remedy theſe Evils: And, i the following 
| Papers. be any mays qualified for that Pur- 


poſe, to add his Powerfull Bleſſing to the 
ſimcere Endeavours of the Writer. 
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A 5 
INDICATION 
OFTHE 


Antient Prophets, &c. 


I: 4 LETTER fo Sir Richard 
Bulkeley. 


Take the Liberty thus 
publickly to lay before 
your ſelf and the World, 
the following Remarks up- 
on your late Defenſe of 
thoſe whom you call Pro- 
phers ; In which you ſeem 
to have endeavour'd, with 
all your Might, to fix as 
many Abſurdities and Con- 
traditions upon the Antient Prophets, as your 
earning and Sagacity cou'd find out; that fo it 


4 


7 


might fare equally well, in the Judgment of 


Men, with them, and your New Friends, You 

muſt not therefore take it amiſs, if ove, who 

hath as great a Zeal for the old Prophets as you 

have expreſs'd for the New, think it as necel- * 
| : B ſary 
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ſary to ſay ſomething in their Vindication ai 
vou have judged it to appear in Defenſe of 
your New Directars. This is the chief Deſign «f 
the following Papers. But before I enter upon 
it, it will not be at all improper to premiſ 
a few Conſiderations, not unſuitable to the Occa- 
ſion of this Debate. 


te I appeal to your ſelf if it be not of dan. 
gerous Conſequence to receive as Prophets thoſ 
who are not truely ſd, as well as to reject thoſe 
who are: And whether it doth not equally lay 
us open to God's Wrath. a I 
2. Whether we be not, in the New Nſtamen, 
by our Lord himſelf, over and over again fore 
warned that many ſhall appear allarming his 
People with Propherzcal Warnings ; That many falſe 
 Propbers ſhall ariſe : Whether on the other Hand 
he ſo much as once warns us of any true Pro. 
phets whom we are certainly to expect; or once 
gives us in Charge to attend to any pretended 
Revelations and Inſpirations concerning his coming 
nay, whether he doth not exprefly command ys 
not to be allarmed at any ſuch, nor to regard 
them; but only to be always ready and pre- 
par'd to receive him by our good Lives and 
holy Converſations. ir | 
3. Whether St. Paul, when he ſpeaks of ſuch 
as allarmed their Brethren about the coming 
of Chriſt, gives Chriſtians any Ground to expett 
Prophets upon this Subjeſt; or doth not rather 
divert their Minds from all ſuch Fxpe@2tions by 
aſſuring them, as their Lord did before him, that 
that Day would come as a Thief in the Night, 
#. e. without Preparation and Notice: And this 
not with Reſpett to the Careleſs and Unbe- 
lievers only, but with Reſpect to all the Body 
of Chriſtians : For he ſpeaks of it as of a Rule 
to ſettled, that they needed no Inſtruction Ty 
1M Wn 
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im about it 1 Theſe 5. 2. and to be regarded 

all. Then he goes on to inform them that 
e Good will be always ready, and the Wicked 
nly careleſs and unptepar'd ; but repreſents 
em both equally without PropherzcaÞ Warnings 
the particular Tims of it. The Method he 
yeth down to the End that that Day might not 
ertake them ay a Thief, is, their watching, and 
ot walking in Darkneſs, but in Light z with- 
Wut referring them to any but the general War- 


D your ſelf whether St. Peter likewiſe, in ſpeaks 
g of his coming, layeth not down the ſame Rule 
ithout a Word concerning Prophets before that 
day, or any other Warning but what they had 
ad already; or of any other Preparation befides 
Yoly Converſation and Godlingſs. 2 Pet. 3. ice, 
1, Cc. Upon all which Accounts 1 defire to 
now | | | | 
4. Whether a Cbriſtian can juſtly be blamed 
ui no ſeeks not after any pretended - Evidences 
ara ew Prophers + Whether he may not reaſona- 
re iy reft ſatisfied in what he finds in his Lord's 
ndnd his Apoſte*'s Declarations; and whether, it 
e prepare himſelf by Aolineſs of Life, by At- 
cl W-:dance upon God's Worſhip, by commemora- 
ning his Maſter's Death and Sufferings in the 
eUW&cþ4riſt, by honeſtly and diligently following 
er he Employments of his Calling; I fay, whe- 
her if he prepare himſelf by this Method, fo 
s to be always ready for his Maſter's coming, 
de doth not more ftrittly and cloſely follow the 
irections of his Lord, than be who is ſeeking 
iter New Diſpenſations, New Revelations, and a- 
d nufing himſclt with new Predi@ions concerning 
uk de very Time, and Year when his Lord ſhall 
om Wome. Pray conſider whether there be any thing 
im Wn the Goſpel which makes it the Duty of e- 
ery Chriſtian to attend to any who profeſs as 
B 2 Prophets 


ing given by their Lord and Maſter, Tappeat - 
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Propbets to fix the Time of that great Revol 
tion, before you condemn thoſe who neglett the 
Diſpenſation you patronize, without neglecting 
the Preparation which the Gojpe} makes neceſ 
ſary for our happy meeting the Lord of Glor 
We acknowledge a Belief of his coming neceſ 
ſary; and a conſtant Holineſs of Life neceffary 
This is the Preparation he expects. But whe 
ther he will come at Noon, or at Midgight 
to Day, or to Morrow; this Year, or next; in 
this Age, or the followingz we leave to him, a 
a thing not neceflary to be determined, not 
neceflary to be believed. And methinks we 
might hope that others ſhould leave' the Work 
as undifturb'd, and free in this Matter, as out 
Lord hath commanded them to be. I wou'd far 
ther aſk, 

5. Whether we might not reaſonably expe 
that in Juftification of Chriſtian Propbets, the Pa 
tern of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ſhould be rathe 
tollow'd and infifted on, than the Example or Be 
baviour of Propbets under the 01d Teſtanent; ſux 
poſing theſe to be juſtly repreſented. by yer 
For tho' theſe were Prophets, truely ſent of God 
yet there is a manifeft difference between ſome 
Parts of the Behaviour and Speech of- them, and 
of thoſe under the New Teſtament : As the Lan 
af Moſes was truely God's Law, and per ſect fo 
the End deſign'd; yet doth it differ very much 
from the Plainnels and Simplicity of the Go 
ſpel. I grant that God's Ways muſt often be un 
accountable to us: Nor do I pretend to be 2 
compleat Judge of them. But to a Chriſtian it 
cannot but be a Prejudice, to ſee Chriſtians pre- 
tending to Inſpiration, by the ſame Spirit which 

vided Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, and yet differing 

rom them to ſo great a Degree, as if it repented 
Almighty God of the gentle Method in which he 
Choſe to viſit his Prophets at the Beginning of the 
Evangelical Diſpenſation. A 


the Antient Prophets. © 5 
As I thought it proper to premiſe theſe feu 
ings ; ſo it is fit likewiſe, before I enter up» 
2 the main Debate, to take ſome notice of the 
eliminary Part of your Deſenſe; particularly of 
hat you offer p. 6, 7. in order to prove from 
r Lord's foretelling the coming of Falſe Pro- 
ts, that at the ſame time there muſt be True 
nes: Becauſe in the handling of this Point 
du have taken Occaſion to diſcover a: very 
nacountable Part of the Conduct of your Nen 
iends; and to endeavour. to defend it from 
oly Scripture. ' As to the Point be foremention'd, 
terefore, you argue, or ſeem to argue, two 
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Vays. | | 
L What Occaſion, ſay you, for Satan to ſend 
rth Falſe Prophets, unleſs there be True Ones at 
e ſame time ? p. 6. where by Falſe: Prophers 
du mean Prophets rais'd up and ſent forth by 
tan. But the Anſwer is eaſie, viz 1, It is the 
eat Intereſt of Satan to diſturb Men's Minds, 
d divert them from the Ordinary Means of 
race | ſettled already in the Church of Chriſt ; 
d to bring all Inſpiration and Prophefie inta 
ontempt, it he can; and the like. 2. Unleſs 
du can pretend to know all the Wiles, anu 
ming of that Evil. Spirit, you muſt not. pre- 
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[nnd to judge of his Ways, according to the 
forEaſoning frequently uſed by your ſeif. He ma 
uch{Wve Ends to ſerve which you cannot judge o 


You may as well argue that God can't ſend 


G0 

un ie Prophets, unleſs there be firſt Falſe Ones, ſe · 
2 aMicing his People: For otherwiſe what Occa- 
1 ithon for them? 4. You are Hiſtorian enough, to 


re-. Dow that ther: are Inſtances of Falſe Prophets 

icht a Time when no True Ones have been known 

ing the World. Do you think Satan had no Part 

ted the ſending forth Mabomet? And yet what 

hee Propbet do. we find actually then in the 

orld to whoſe * he expreſly oppos'd 
| 3. 


him- 
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himſelf ? 5. The Caſe of the World fince th 
Goſpel is very different from what it was before 
The Authority of Feſus Chriſt is ſettled upd 
moft authentic 'Fvidences, His Doftrine is open t 
us: we have warning given us to take heed unt 
it: And no Promiſe in it of any New Prophet; 
but rather Jntimations to the contrary. An 
therefore . Falſe Prophets without the Appearance 
of True Ones at the ſame time are leſs dangerou 
eo thoſe who will attend to the Goſpel: And ma 
more juſtly be permitted to impoſe upon tho 
who divert to them. 6. How abſurd is it fo 
you to pretend to make us believe that our $4 
viour could not forewarn us of Falſe Propher 
er pretended Prophets to come, without ſuppoling 
or implying, that there wou'd be True Ones : 
the fame time: For cannot any one of thi 
meet Capacity fee that our Lord might ha- 
done this, without any ſuch Implication? Gi 
me leave for once to put the Caſe, that it w: 
not the Deſign of Almighty God to fend an 
more Prophers after the Eſtabliſhmens of the Chr 
ian Diſpenſation in the World, and yet that h 
foreſaw there would be many Pretenders to Pri 
phecy after this; upon theſe Suppoſitions, had | 
not been full as proper for our Lord to hay 
forewarn'd his Followers of theſe Pretenders, al 
if there were to have been Real ones at thi 
fame time ? or wou'd you preclude him fror 
telling us there wou'd be Pretenders, unleſs hi 
had decreed to fend more and more Keal on 

_ — — 7 Fe [3 
II. In your ſecond Way of .argning p. 7. 50 
underftand by Falſe Prophens, 4 _ 2 unde 
the Influence of God's Spirit, and yet da in thi 
fame Breath, mix their own Falſities with it, 0 
fuch Inſpirations as are ſupplied by the Ev 
Spirit, the Father of Lies: And ſo they muſt b 
themſelves Tue Prophers as well as, Falſe Prophets 
| an 
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and there likewiſe muſt be True Prophets to diſcern 
theſe Falſboods, This is all I can make of this 
obſcure Paſſage: And I believe the like to this 
was never yet heard of; that the Falſe Prophets 
of whom we are. forewarn'd by our Saviour, and 
to whom we are commanded not to attend (for 
of theſe you are ſpeaking) are ſuch as are ſent 
forth by God; inſpir'd by his Spirit; but yet 
mix their own, or a- worſe, with it in the ſame 
continued Diſcourſe deliver'd all as the Dictates 
of God himſelf. I hope, therefore, you will not 
take it amiſs if we call theſe Perſons which you 
defend Falſe Prophets, when you have here ac- 
knowledg'd that it is a frequent thing for them 
under the ſame Inſpiration to ſpeak Truth and 
Falſhoad 3 nay to be aſſiſted, not in different Diſ- 
courſes, but the ſame, by the Faber of Truth, and 
the Father of Lys. As you aan for the 
ſake of ſome Truths are pleas'd to think them. 
True Prophets: So give us leave, for the ke of 
ſome Falſhoods, which you acknowledge may be 
further'd by the Evil Spirit, to account them Falſe 
Prophets, and ſuch as are aſſiſted by the Evil Spi- 
rit. Nay, I pray, what need we deſire any far. 
ther Proof ? The Falſe Prophets, (an Account of 
whom you are now giving us) are thoſe againſt 
whom our Saviour forewarn'd us. Theſe, you, 
ſay, are ſuch as mix their own, or a worſe Spi- 
Fit with the Divine in the ſame Diſcourſe 3 and 
all deliver'd as one Inſpiration. Well then, if 
this be ſo, and if your Friends come up exactly 
to this Definition of Falſe Prophets, as you here 
contend they do; what remains but that tbeſe 
are of the Number of thoſe Falſe. Prophets who, 
our Savious fore warnd us, ſhou'd ail, and to 
whom all Chriſtians are forbid to attend? Their 
Cauſe is extreamly oblig'd to you indeed: for here 
you have made them at leaft in Part to belong to. 
Satan; and prov'd them to be the Falſe Prophets 

' fpoken 
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ſpoken ot by our Lord. The e argues, what 
Fellowſhip hath Chriſt with Belia! ? But here you 
have united the great God, and his greateſt Ene- 
my, and given them both a Property in the ſame 
Temple at the ſame time. I confeſs I ſhou'd think 
from hence that you wrote this Page with De- 
ſign to expoſe, inſtead of defending them; were 

it not that you are ſo kind as to bring in the 
Scripture for their Defenſe 5 which I will now 
be ſo juft as to vindieate from your groundleſs 
Imputations. - For, te defend your Friends in 
this Inftance. r. You ſay, the Falſe Prophets in 
Scripture were not Hypocrites, but really under 
a Prophetic Influence. . Thus Feremiab did not ac- 


cuſe Hananiah of not being art all a Prophet; but 
only ſaid upon a particular Occaſion, The Lord 
bath not ſpoken by Thee. To apply this to the 
Cafe be * We are content to ſay the 
fame, if you like it; the Prophets you defend 
are Prophets: But the Lord hath not ſpołen by them. 
If they be under a Propheric Influence; it muft 


be either from God, or the Evil Spirit. If the 
Zord hath not ſpoken by them, you have told 
us the Conſequence your ſelf, viz, ſome other 
Spirit hath. But, I pray, conſider, did the Lord 
peak by Hanantab at all at that time? And did 
he not pretend to fpeak the Words of the Lord, 
when he did not? And was he not à Fatſe' Pro- 
pher in this Senfe, profeſſing himſelf influenc'd by 
God when he was not at alt? Is here any thing 
of ſuch a Mixture of Spirits as you are here ab- 
ſurdly defending? Did tbe Lord require any Bo- 
dy to attend to Hanani ab? Nay, did he not pu- 
niſh his vain Pretenſes with Death ?. This ſhould: 
make thoſe tremble who- aſſume to themſelves 
to * in God's Name; leſt the People of this 
Land ſhould at length be convinced of their 
falſe Pretenſes, in like manner as the Fews were 
of thoſe of Hunaniab. Again, you ſay, Ababs — 

phe ts 
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phets were Prophets: But, according to Scripture, 
they were the Prophers of an Evil Spirit, and en- 
tirely under his Direction; not in the leaſt Part 
of their Diſcourſe influenced by God. Are your 
Friends Prophets in this Senſe ? or why is this al- 
leg'd? You ought in their Vindication to have 
produc'd ſuch as ſpoke, in the ſame Diſcourſe, 
under the Influence of God, and of Satan: Or 
ſuch as, under the Influence of God, dared to mix 
their own Inventions, and deliver them exattly 
as his Words, and yet were approvid by him, 
and a Nation commanded to adhere to them. 
But you have greatly wander'd from this, and 
only furniſh'd us with an unanſwerable Argument 
againſt thoſe you defend. For I argue, if theſe 
Perſons under the ſame Agitations, and with the 
ſame Manner of Pronunciation, do deliver their 
own Imagirations, and God's Meſſage, thinking both 
to be equally Inſpiration as you acknowledge; p. 9. 
then is their own. Natural Power ſufficient with- 
out the Impulfe of God's Spirit, to be the Cauſe 
of what you ſo much wonder at, You fay in- 
deed that their Motions and Agitations are invo- 
luntary: But the Motion of their Tongue muſt be 
voluntary in thoſe Parts of their Diſcourſe which 
you ſay they utter of their own Head, and their 
own Will : Therefore here is a Demonſtration 
that the whole may not be ſupernatural, becauſe 
that Part of it which you your ſelf cannot di- 
ftinguiſh from God's Meſſage, tillanother Inſpiration 
teacheth you, is here acknowledg' by your ſelf 
to be natural; and the Effect of their own Will and 
their own Power, If therefore what you can't 
diſtinguiſh from God's Meſſage, and his immediate 
moving their Organs, be certainly their own volun- 
tary Action; then likewiſe is it poſſible that what 
you call the Force, Impulſe, Agitation of God's Spi- 
rit may be only natural. I hope you will not 


Ry that Almighty God abſolutely forceth them 
ta 
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to utter what it is his Will they ſhou'd not 
ſpeak. | 5 0 
But left this ſhould ſeem too ſtrange, you 
have abſolutely invented two. Precedents for it: 
The one out of the old Teftameni ; the orher out 
of the New. 1. You ſay the Schools of the Pro- 
phets under the Law ſeem to have been for train- 
ing up the Sons of the Prophets, that 1h:y might 
bring their own Spirit to an entire Subjection to the 
Prophetic Spirit. To which I anſwer, that this 
is a Device of your own to ſolve your own 
wretched Scheme, without any the leaſt Shadow 
of a Proof : And therefore: that you ſeem to 
think too meanly of your Neighbours, if you 
imagine they will be impos'd upon by ſuch a 
precarious, and groundleſs Piece of Hiſtory, in- 
vented by your ſelf, There. is nothing to be 
_ replied to ſuch Prartle (to uſe your own Word) 
but Aftoniſhment and Pity, when we think that 
any can venture to advance Inventiont of their 
own- in ſuch a Cauſe 3 which they will find it 
hard to anſwer. for another Day. But I ſup- 
poſe theſe Schools ſeem to you to have been in- 
ſtituted for this End, becauſe it ſerv'd your 
preſent Purpoſe that they ſhou'd ſeem ſo. 2. The 
other Precedent you produce is the Church of 
Corinth, in which the Apoſtle ſeems to have laid 
down a Rule which ſerves your Purpoſe, If I 
ſhou'd anſwer that this ſeems not to be fo to o- 
thers, it wou'd be a ſufficient Reply. But is 
this a toler#ble Vindication of your Friends ? Is 
it not certain that in the Primitive Church there 
were Perſons who pretended to be influenced 
by the Divine Spirit, and were not ? That to 
revent the Miſchief of this, ſome had an in- 
fallible Capacity of diſcerning the real from the 
Pretenders ? Nay, were not all the People call'd 
upon to try and judge, and Rules given them 
by which they ſhou'd judge ? And were = 
theſe 
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theſe ſufficient Grounds for the Rule laid down 
by the Apoſtle, without 1 that any who 
had truely the Spirit of God, did, in the ſame 
continued Diſcourſe, mix the Dictates of their 
own Spirit with bis ; and put them upon the 
Auditory as bis ? which again I muft tell you is 
an Invention of your own. Here therefore you 
acknowledge that theſe New Prophets frequently, 
in the ſame Inſpiration, mix their own, or ſome 
otber, Spirit with God's, thinking it to be his: 
And in Defenſe of this you allege nothing bur 
a Fancy of your oon; not giving one fingle 
Inftance of any True Prophet who ever did the 
like: And if this do not ſhew your Prejudice, 
I know not what doth. But, Sir, all this time 
you ſeem to have forgotten your declar'd De- 
ſign, which was to prove from our Saviour's Pre- 
diction of che coming of Falſe Prophets, that there 
muſt be at the ſame time True ones. Now I de- 
fire to know whether our Lord by Falſe Prophers 
underſtood ſuch as were truely ſent of God, 
but yet, in the ſame Inſpiration, mix'd their own, 
or ſome other Spirit with his. If by Falſe Prophets 
he meant ſuch as theſe 3 then doth he come 
mand us to rejed ſuch as theſe z and confequent- 
ly to reject thoſe whom you defend. If he 
means not ſuch ; then your Argument can ſig- 
nifie nothing to your Purpoſe ; fince by Falſe 
Prophets you underftand ſuch as you will not 
give us leave to think he underftood. Again, 
you ſay, p. 8. The Falſe Prophets in Scripture are 
ſuch as you here deſcribe your Friends to be: 
From whence I argue that the Falſe Prophers of 
which we are forewarn'd by our Lord, and thoſe 
of whom you ſpeak are the ſame ; And conſe- 
quently it is our Duty to turn from them, as 
much as it is, to obey our Lord. This is ſuf. 
ficient in Anſwer to what you ſay of their mix- 
ing, in the ſame Inſpiration, another Spirit with 
that of Almighty Gods I 
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I paſs over what follows about the Poſſibility 
of the Appearance of True Prophets in theſe A. 
ges3 becauſe I know no one who doubts of it: 
Only remarking, that the wonderful Effuſion of 
the miraculous Gifts of the Zoly Spirit upon 
Multitudes in the firſt Ages, cannot be proved 
to be an inſufficient Completion of the famous 
Propbeſie of oe; unleſs you will make it ſo Jit- 
teral as that every individual Man in the World 
muft be underftood in it, as indeed your Ar. 
guments do. For the Probability of the thing; I 
find you are forc'd to recurr to that Reaſoning ll 
which you ſo injuriouſly decry upon better Oc- 
caſions; or to Paſſages in the moſt obſcure. Books 
of the Bible; not being able to produce one 
ſingle plain Promiſe, or Prediction of our Lord, or 
his Apoſtles, which gives Chriſtians any Ground 
to expect Prophetical Warnings in theſe latter 
Ages. I have obſerv'd already that St. Paul, 
and St. Peter, when they ſpeak of Chriſt's com- 
ing, mention nothing of Prophets to forerun it, 
but appeal to the ſettled Rule, The Day of the | 
Lord ſhall ſo come as 4 Thief in the Night 3 and 
preſcribe the Walking as Children of Light, in 
al] boly Converſation and Godlineſs, as the only 
Method of Force againſt the Surprize of 
that Day. And the Midnight Cry in the Pa- 
rable ſhews the ſame, that we are to expect no 
Prophetical Warnings 3 contrary to what you and 
your Friends confidently affirm. For it is a Cy, 
not precedizg, but accompanying his actual Coming; 
not a-Cry of Preparation to engage thoſe who 
were not before ready te pre pas themſelves; 
hut only to call our thoſe who were already 

repar'd ; as appears from hence, that it was of 
Uſe only to the Wiſe Virgins who were always 
ready ; not to the Foaliſh, who wou'd have liften'(l 
ro the Cry, and would gladly have prepar'd them- 
telves upon it, but that the time of Prepara- 
tion 
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ion, and Converſion was paſt before this Cry 
ame. | 

= Thus much for the preliminary Part of your 
ook. I proceed now to conſider more particu- 
Warly thoſePrecedents which, in the following Parts 
pf it, you profeſſedly urge from the Holy Scrip- 
ure, in —— of your New Prophets; which 
is my chief Deſiga: That ſo we may judge, 


Ar- 2 | 
whether, in your Zeal for your Cauſe, you have 
z I gone Juſtice to the Antient Prophets or to the 
55 Ways of Almighty God. | | 
„„ Fig, As to their Agitations ; which you en- 
v 


deavour to defend from the Examples of the 014 
ne Propbets; without being able to produce one 
__ ; fngle Inftance, as ſhall appear, to this Pur- 
oſe. 
wit ? 1. You inflance in the Seventy, conſtituted Pre- 
1. phets, Numb. 1 1. 17. and that their Propheſying was 
nr ſomething of Agitation viſibly appearing in their 
Bodies you attempt to prove, not from anyExpreſ- 
bc MF fon looking that Way, but from Foſbua*s defiring 
d Moſes to reftrain and forbid Eldad, and Medad; who, 
6 tho* not brought to the Tabergacle with the other 
even, yet prophefied in the Camp z i. e. had Bodily 
5 Apitations, without ſpeaking for Fdificarion, or 
- I Zxborration, or Comfort. p. 32. for had they done 
O IF this, yon argue, he would not have defired them 
to be reſtrained. Excellent Reaſoning f' but that 
I know you deſpiſe. Foſhua defired theſe Men 
might be reſtrained, You know not the Kea- 
ſons he had for this; tho* Moſes faith - it was 
out of Enuy: Therefore it muſt be becauſe they 
had Bodily Agitarions, which, you ſay, conſider'd 
by themſelves, are call'd propheſying in Scriprure. 
This is a Miſtake. But the Point you ought 
fo have proved was that the Seventy Real Pro- 
phets had Apitarious: For you are to produce 
Inftances of Tue Prophets ſpeaking in the Name 
of God under Bodily Apirations, and violent Com- 
| C motion. 
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of the Seventy, of whom it is likewiſe ſaid that 


from Moſes's Anſwer z implying that he wou'd 


all the Lord's People were Prophets; not ſurely 


© :confutes the Fatt you would build upon it. But 
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motions. This you ſay is probable becauſe EIda 
and Medad had Bodily Agitations without ſpeak-i 
ing at all: And are ſaid to Propbeſie. Nou 
all that is ſaid of the Seventy is that they pro- 
phefied : Therefore this Argument, if it prove 
any thing, proves that the Sevesty had no Sign 
of propheſying but Violent Agitations. For if by the 
propheſying of Eldad and Medad was meant no- 
thing but Agitation; then the ſame may be ſaid FE 


| 


they prophefied. But to ſhow you how weak 
your Argument is, read the Verſe following th 
in which Foſbua, out of Envy, would have had 
them reftrained. You ſay, Foſhua would not 
have deſired this, had they ſpoken as Prophets for 
Edification, &c. Now in the firſt Place Moſes i 
cells us that Fofous ſpake out of Envy, which WF 
he could not have done had theſe Men been i 
only agitated in their Bodies. In the next Place, 
That it was not merely Bodily Agitation, appears Wh 


not forbid them, and expreſſing his Wiſh that 3 


that all might have Bodily Agitations only, but 
that all might be even like himſelf. You may ſee | 
Plainly that if young Foſhua's deſiring this Reſtrains 

any Argument that their Propheſying conſiſted 
merely in Bodily Agitations without ſpeaking 3 much 
more is Moſes's refuſing to reſtrain them an Ar- 
gument that their Propheſying was not Bodily A- 
gitation, but ſomewhat of ſo much 4mportance 
and Uſe that he did not think beft to reftrain 
it. See therefore from all this laid: together 
what a Proof you have brought here of Bodily 
Agitations, from a Place in which there is not 
the leaſt mention of them, and which it ſelf 


if you reſolye to argue at the rate you do now, 
vou may have proof enough of your Point; ta- 
king 
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ing ſor granted the Matter in diſpute, and 
Feſolving that wherever you meet with the 
10. Word Prophefie it ſhall ſignifie Bodily Agitation. 
re But this doth not become a Gentleman who 
gn Ibeaks ſo much of Critical Lsarxing. But, to pro- 

Need a 

| 2. You inſtance in Balaam, who ſaw the Viſion 
iq F the Almighty, falling into 4 Trance, &c. Numb. 
at 4+ 2. J know no one who ever denied that the 

ropbets were ſometimes in Extaſies, and Jrances; 
s St. Paul, and others under the New Teſtament. 
ut neither is this any thing to yonr Purpoſe. 
For your proper Bulineſs is to produce Prophets 
ho taught, as Prophets under ſuch Agitations, as 
Four Friends have. But Balaam ſpake nothing 


95 f any Agitation, at all; but only of a præter 
* natural ſtate of Mind in which the future E- 
tate of the Children of Iſrael was, as it were, 
©, nade preſent to his view. Nor was he in this 


rate at the Time when he ſpake: But it was 
paſt: And in his propheſying he tells (without a- 


a Wy ſort of Cammotion) the things which he ſaw 
'y n that State. How diftant is this from our Pur- 
ur pole ! | 

ec i 


3. The third Inſtance is of Szmpſon, of whom it 
Is aid that the Spirit of the Lord began to move 
him at times, Cc. Fudg. 13. 25. Which muſt be 
WBodily Agitations, you ſay, ſince we do not find 
that it mov'd him to Action. Now Fm ſure, 
e do not find that it ever mov'd him to any 
hing elſe but Actions of great and marvellous 
Strength and Courage. 1 know not that he 


' was a Prophet, or that he gave any Prophetical - 


) WW 1nings; or that the Spirit which mov'd him 
was ever accounted a Prophetical Spirit. But 
if this we know from the following Aiſtory, that 
it erery time it is ſaid that the Spirit of the Lord 
„ame upon him, it was for Aion, and for no- 
4 hing, but to enable him for ſome ſtupendous 
ö C 2 | Cons 
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Conqueſt: And from hence it is evident that 


by the Spirit of God's beginning to move hin 
at times, is meant it's giving Preſages, in ſeve. 
ral Inftances, of his futwre Strength, and Ex, 
ploits. This Spirit muſt indeed appear in ſomes 
tort of Bodily Motion neceſſary to Aion: But 
what this hath to do with your New prophetic 
Spirit, it is hard to judge, and I leave to you toil 
make out. Your Buſineſs is to prove that God 
2icd to agitate the Limbs af his True Prophets 
und you prove this by inſtancing in one who 
never pretended to the Spirit of Propbeſie; but 
only to Extraordinary Strength of Body, when he 
was aſſiſted by the Spirit of God. 2 
4. The next Inftance is taken out of 1 San. 
10. 10, 13. where Saul met a Company of Pro- 
Phets prepheſying, i. e. lay you, having yet the F 
ftatic Morions upon them, and he prophefied like? 
wiſe, Now this is taking for granted the very? 
thing in Queſtion 5 and arbitrarily, and without 
Proof, reſolving that the Word Propbeſie ſhall here 
fignifie Eeſtatic Motions. But will any one be.) 
leve that theſe Prophets, exalted as they were 
and elevated by the Spirit of God, ſaid nothing® 
all this time; but only. were agitated in thei 


LES 


Limbs ? How unbecoming, how truitleſs a thing 
is this? The Text mentions no other Motion but 
that of coming down from the Higl-Place: But 
yeu add your own Invention to the ſacred Hi 
flory, in which there is not one Word of any 
muoluntary Agitations of their Bodies; and make, 
the Spirit of God come upon Saul merely to 2 
gitate his Bod); and this becauſc you are reſolv' 
it ſhall be ſo. For if propheſying ſignifies in 
this place only Ecſtatic Motions of Body; here 
is a Company of Prophets, and Saul, poſlels'd} 
by the Spiris of God merely for the Agitation of 
their Bodies: Which is a very abſurd Suppoſition :| 
Propheſying therefore certainly ſignifieth here 
| che 
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the ſpeaking by that Spirit which came upon 
them: Nor have you given the leaſt Shadow 


of Proof of the contrary. 


5. The next Inſtance is of Sauls Propheſying 
when the Evil Spirit from the Lord came upon him. 
I Sam. 18. 10: Now any candid Reader would 
interpret this of his Speaking according to, or 
by the Influence of, that Spirit which then was 
upon him: For Perſons inſpired by Evil Spirits 
are in Scripture called Prophets, and their ſpeak- 
ing by them is ſtyled Propheſic. This will be 
an eaſie Solution of this Place: But it doth 
not ſerve your Purpoſe; and ſo you give us a 
moſt incoherent Account of this Paſſage, and 
ſuch an one as will not prove at laſt at all to 
the Honour of your Cauſe. 1. You ſay that 
this Evil Spirit was only a deep Melancholy; not 
any thing preter-natural, 2. This Melancholy 
was ſo ftrong upon him, it made him walk a- 
bout his Houſe frequently, and do other invo- 
luntary Actions (amongſt which he thought his 
caſting his Favelin at David wou'd be reckon'd) 
and agitated his Body after ſuch a Manner, as 


the Bodies of Prophets were agitated, during the — 


Spirit's being upon them; And that upon this 
Account only he is ſaid to Propbeſie, or, as the 
French Tranſlation expreſſeth it more to yoar 
Mind, to act the Prophet. Now pray, Sir, con- 
ſider what a Piece of Hiſtory you have here inven- 
ted. Here is no mention in the Bible of theſe 
involuntary Motions as Propheſyings ; Nor doth 
the Author of this Book pretend to give us thoſe 
Particulars of Saul's Behaviour, which you, it 
leems, know perfectly well. Again, the French 
Tranſlation will not at all help you; Nor is it 
of any Authority, if it would. For to act the 
Prophet certainly rather fignifies to ſpeak after 
the Manner of the Prophers, than to reſemble 
them in any. lciter Circumftance ; Nor can he 

C 3 be 
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be properly ſaid to act the Prophet, who doth i 
not at all ſpeak, which was the chef Buſineſs of 
a Propbet; but =y is agitated; Even granting 

ometimes agitated. Nay, the 
utmoſt you can ſay upon your own Principles 


that Prophets were 


is, that it is poſſible that by propheſying here 
may be meant Agitation: But you can't deny 


but that ſpeaking after a Propbetical Manner is 
poſſible, nay moſt likely, to be intended by it. 


This is your uſual Fallacy, to take the thing 
for granted which is in Diſpute. But, what 
is of more importance, pleaſe to obſerve 


what you have here advanc'd, viz. that Saul, 


by mere Natural Melancholy, without the help 


of any ſuperior Spirit, acted the Propbet, or 


was moved and agitated involuntarily 3 ( tho” 8 


you contradift this again by your owning his 
caſting his Javelin to be voluntary z} and af. 
ter ſuch a Manner as that his Behaviour was 


calPd Propheſying. From hence therefore I ar- 


gue that Perſons may have what you call Pro- 
| | mg involuntary Motions, and Agntationsjby the 


orce of Nature, under the Power of a di- 
ſtemper'd Mind; without the Aſſiſtance of any 
fuperior Spirit, whether good or bad. Now how 7 
much your Friends are obliged to you for this, 


I leave them to judge. 
5. Another Inftance of SanPs Propheſying you 
alſo give us, out of 1 Sam. 19. 23. in which you 


only poſitively affirm over again that by Pro- 5 
pheſying is meant only being agitated in Body: 8 


And ſo again repreſent Almighty God as ſend- 
ing his Spirit upon a whole College of Prophets, 
SauPs Meſſengers, and Saul himſelf, for no other 


End, but the Agitation of their Bodies. It muſt 


be confeſs'U that we cannot at this Diftance 
be ſuppos'd to know the Manner of Propheſying 
in thele Collges; nor the Ends it ſerv'd : Bur 
who beſides your ſelf wou'u venture to affirm, 

with 
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th without the leaſt Ground, that all their prophe- 
of Hing was nottfing but Agitation, without ſpeak- 
ng a ing as Propbets, either in praiſing God, or ex- 
he preſſing his Will: Eſpecially when as yet you 
les have not produc'd any Paſſage in which Prophe» 
re | 


= ging ſignifies Agitation, unleſs we will take your 
; Femation for a Proof, againft Reaſon, and 


n A A 
0 Circumſtances? Ms: 
it. 7. The Prophet David is next produc'd z who 


indeed agitared himſelf when he danc'd before 
at the Ark of the Lord: But that he was then 
ve under Inſpiration; or that he ſo much as pre- 
ul, tended to Propheſy 3 or that he was agitated 
ip i involuntarily, as you affirm, is contrary to the 
or Stor, in which he is repreſented as doing it of 
10” bimſelf, no more under Inſpiration than thoſe who 
1is ſhouted, and blew the Trumpet before it; and 
af. defending it, when he was blamed for it, by F 
as the greatneſs of the Occaſion, and that he re- 
ir- W joiced thus before the Lord; and not by any 
o- impulſe ftom the Spirit of God, which he might 
he as well have mentioned for his own Vindica- 
li- tion, had there been any. This Action of his 
ny is not cad Propheſying 5 which is very much to 
ww 2 your diſappointment ; But we fee by this how 
is, unprejudiced you are in the Cauſe you maintain, 
when you can ſnatch at ſuch a Story as this. 
ou Sbew us, if you can, that David when he atted 
ou the Prophet truely, and unconteſtably, ever did it 


0 with Agitations at the ſame time. This only 
: can ſerve your Purpoſe: But for this you have 
d- nothing to allege but that his Hears was bot 
Fr, within him, and while be was muſing, the Fire kindled 
>r and forced it ſelf (as you have changed the 
| Words) by his Tongue. p. 37. Whereas he faith, 
e 4 the laſt I (not God) ſpake with my Tongue, an 
4 Expreſſion which your Friends deny to belong 
LC to a true Propbet. This is all the Agitation you 
, can find in him: And yet here is nothing but 
1 | a 
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luntarily, by the Hand of the Lord which was 
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a great deſire expreſſed of venting his Mind ; 7 
And this in ſuch a figurative Way of lofty Ex. 
preſſion as any human Orator, without the Pre- A 


o 


7 


tenſe of Inſpiration, might uſe. Nor indeed dg 
I believe that you can ſo much as give the 
Shadow of a Proof that the Tongues of the 
Prophzts were ever moved involuntarily, when they 
delivered their Meſſages, or Inſpirations. For 
God always deals with them as with Free Agents, 
Some of them wefe permitted to conteſt their 
Miſſion with him. They always appear to do 
and ſpeak as voluntarily as other Men: And 
generally are not under the Inſpiration at the 
time they deliver it, but report what the Lord 
hath ſaid to them, or what the Lord hath ſome- 
time before directed, or commanded them to 
ſpeak: Which is a Way entirely different from 
that of your New Prophets. 2 

8. In defenſe of their Agitations you urge 
that ſome Propherts' cried out with a more than 
ordinary Force: And I know no one whodenies ir, 
when there was any Occaſion for it. But what 
is this to the Agitations you are defending ? No 
more than what you ſubjoin, that Elijah ran be- 
fore Alabs Chariot: At which time he was 
under no Inſpiration: Nor was he moved in- 
voluntarily, but only aſſiſted, in what hefdid vo--- 


upon him. 33 

9. The next Inſtance of theſe Agitation. in 
the Prophets you ſay, is that in 2 Kings 9. where 
Eliſha the Propbet ſends one of the Sons of the 
Prophets to anoint Febu, p. 34, 35. in the Ac- 
count of which you give us a freſh Inftance of 
your. excellent Talent at making Ziſtories out 
of your own Brain; and of yonr peculiar 
Method of arguing. Your Buſineſs here is to 
prove from the Text that this Meſſenger of the 


Sous of the Prophets had Aztations according o 
che 
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the modern Manner. In order to this you af. 
firm, that he tranſgreſſed tbe Order given him 
by Eliſha; that the Spirit of the Lord came up- 
on him; and that his Agitations preceding it wer 
viſible; And this is the Way in which you dea 
with the Holy Scripture; than which I know 
not whether we can meet with. any thing 
more unaccountable. For in rhe Hiſtory it ſelf, 
there is not one Word of the Spirit of the 
Lord's coming on him, which on ſuch Occaſions 
is uſually expreſſed; nor the leaſt Shadow of 
any thing like Agitations preceding (tho'“ what 
would this fignifie, ſince all yonr- Prophets ſpeak 
under, and not after, their Agivetions ?) nor any 
thing to make us believe. that he atted as a 
Prophet in his own Perſon, or as any thing more 
than the Meſſenger of Eliſha, For if he had 
been deſign'd by Almighty God to have acted as 
an inſpired Perfon himſelf, his being ſent by 
= Eliſha with his Errand had been manifeſtly vain, 
it, and frivolous. But becauſe there is ſomething 
at more in his Meſſage than is expreſly recorded 
o as ſaid to him by Eliſba, v. 3. therefore, I ſup- 
e-poſe, you will make bim an inſpired Perſon, up- 
is on this Occaſion, when you muſt know that 
id is uſual in Scripture not to record every Word 
)- in ſuch a Caſe, when the Words are to be re- 
s peated immediately, as this Meſſage is, v. 6, 7, 
3 ©c. Bnt to ſhew you farther your Error, this 
Man himſelf calls what he ſays an Errand to 
Febu, or a Meſſage upon which he was ſent: 
And delivers it all as ſuch, after no other 
Manner than he would have done, ſuppoſing it 
only a Meſſage, from Eliſha, But what argu- 
ing can be of any Force againft a Man who 
thus arbitrarily adds to the Text ? It puts me 
in Mind of the Anſwer given by one of your 
Freſnds when Mr. L. was taxed with fixing a 
Word in one of his Inſpirations upon the Prophet 
Iſaiab 
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IJſaiab which was not in him; viz. that the Word 
was once in the Original and drop't out, and 
now reſtored by the Spirit's direction to Mr. I. 
and after this rate you may prove what you 
pleaſe from Scripture, and fix what you pleaſe 
upon the Prophers But I muſt not difſemble 


13 that you have another Argument to prove that 
* this Meſſenger was under Agitations as a Propher, il 
4 and that is, his being call'd by the By-Srarders WB 


4 Exam] (according to the Tranſlation of the 
I: Septuagint which muſt be followed, to be iure, 
l when it ſerves a Purpoſe) an Epileptic Man that 
hath Fits of the Falling Sickneſs, for ſo, or like to that, 
* fay you, it did appear to them: From whence you 
14 think it plain that he had Agitations. Now it 
is manifeſt that, whatever they meant by this 
i Word, and whatſoever their Intent was in gi- 
5 ving him ſich a Name, the Perſons who ule 
s this Word did not ſo much as ſee his Beha- 
viour: For v. 6. it appears that Febu and he 
were in private: And v. 11. That Febu came 
forth to the Servants of his Lord; from which it is 
_ that they were not Witneſſes to the Be- 
aviour of this Meſſenger 3 nor preſent when he 
ſpake to Fehu, either as a Prophet, or as ſent by 
a Prophet. The Hiſtory likewiſe teils us that he 
was not inſpired himſelf upon this Occaſion ; 
but was only the Meſſenger of Eliſha to deli- 
ver his Errand to Feku: ſo that, upon your own 
Scheme, here is no Ground for Agitations. And 
from hence it appears that the only Reaſon i 
thoſe Servants had to give him that Name was 
the ſeeing him come in ſuch haſt, and with ſuch MR 
Eagerneſs.; and immediately fleeing away as 
ſoon as he had delivered his Meſſage to Febu. 
5 But that they deſigned by the Word they uſed 
4 to call him a Man with the Falling Sickneſs, is 
Y an- Aﬀertion wholy groundleſs and precarious, 
even your ſelf being judge: Since they ſaw him 
not 
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Hot act the Prophet to Febu; nor any Part of 


nd is Behaviour, but his coming and going in 
Z. W&ery great haft, which hath nothing in it like 
ou the Falling Sickneſs. 

fo 10. The next is indeed an Inſtance very much 


0 your honour, vx. that of the Prophets of 
Baal, who cried with 4 loud Voice, and leap't up- 


ü ö . . = 

. n the Altar and cut themſelves with Knives, which 
rs ou ſay is call'd their Propheſying 1 Kings 18. 
is o. Where it appears indeed, that their calling 


pon Bal for ſo long a time is called Prophe- 
at Wing, from the Remark added that no Anſwer 
1, vas made to them, but not that their Agitations 

nie ſo called. Nor doth it neceſſarily appear 


u RK \ 
it that they acted an involuntary Part: However 
is f they did, we know what Spirit poſleſy'd them 


had all that can be proved from hence is, that 
Prophets acted by an Evil Spirit have violent A- 
Igitations and Commotions of Body. But on 
the contrary we find Elijab not vying with theſe 
Propbets in Agitations; (in which they were likely 
to outdo him) but calmly calling upon God, 
without any Commotiqn of Mind or Body. The 
People, according to you, might juſtly have 
ſſuſpetted that the Prophets of Baal had a more 
powerfull Spirit in them than Elijah. But it 
proved at laft that his ſmall ſtill Voice, and quiet 
3 Spirit was Almighty God's; and their boiſterous 
and tumultuous Proceedings the Effects of a 
very contrary Spirit. And what your Friends 
will get by this Inſtance, I know not; unleſs it 
be an Advantage to their Cauſe that they re- 
ſemble the Prophets of Baal much more than 
they do Elijah. 

11. The Deſcription you next give us out of 
Ferem. 29. 26. is not of Real Propbets, but of 
thoſe who make themſelves Prophets, Theſe are 
called mad: And we have ſen enough in later 
Ages to make us think it a juſt Appellation: 

Bur 


0 . A t. % un | 


24 AV1NDIiCATION of 
But you have not given us yet one Inftance 6 


any Eſtabliſhed Prophet, to whom the People were 
required: to take heed, who was like a Mad 


in Geſtures, Motions, or Poftures ; as you here ex 


preſs your ſelf: And this at the time of hi 


delivering any important Meſſage from God; 


for otherwiſe your Cauſe will gain but lit 


tle. | 


12. Now follows ſomething which ſeems ex 
tremely to delight.you , and yet wholy without | 


Foundation. The Septuaginr, it ſeems, tranflate 


the threatning of God to. Jſrazl, Hoſea. 8. 7: toll 
import that Jſraet ſhould be tormented, & any 
Tiecgh]ns v os y wive)opied;l 
like a Prepbet in an Ecfiaſy 3 like a Man carrying 


or carried of, ibe Spirit. Now in the firſt place 
you do not ſo much as pretend that this is 


agreeable ro the Hebrem. In the next Place 


Naions except one. And in this Tranſlation it 
ſuch Prophets as were poſſeſs'd and agitated by an 


= 


Euil Spiri: Unleſs we can ſuppoſe that a Tru 


Prophet can come and tell the People of Iſracl 
that they ſhall be afflicted and puniſhed by Gol 
as 'terribly as he afflitts and toi ments his owt 
True Prophets : Than which nothing is more 
abſurd. Eſpecially fine it appears that they 
could not but think the Condition of a True 
Prophet both happy and honourable. Can any 
one imagine that HBeſra ſhould come and tell 
Iſrael, God ſhall torment you as he doth me who 


am his Prophet? But I need not go any farther 
for a. Confutation of this abſurd - Tbeught that 
to the next Tage, in which you tell us that 
your Prophets in Eeſtaſy, and under the moſt vio. 


lent Agizations, have their Souls filled with Light 


and Foy; and acknowledge them to be exceeding- 
ly delighifull, How therefore can you think that 


Gol 


* 
4 
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al ſhould threaten ael to torment them as a 
rophet in ecſtaſy is tormented, that is, according 
> your ſelf, to threaten them with a Bleſſing ? 
o threaten . them with Lighr, and Foy, and Be- 
br ? Doth God Almighty uſe to take his Ke. 
eſemations of Miſery from what hath no Miſery 
it? Who would not wiſh to be thus tormen- 
d, if what you ſay be true? Thus you are 


out kind as to furniſh us with a ſufficient Anſwer 
tel vou; tho“ we ſhould not be able, at this 


iſtance of time, to give an exact Account of 
ery thing, or/every Word, with which a Man 
| your Learning can puzzle this Cauſe. 

in 13. Nor ſhall Fonas eſcape: But he muſt like- 
iſe have his Agitations. And why ? Becauſe 
is Preaching had Effett: As we cannot ſup- 
ole it would ſo ſoon have had, unleſs the Ninevites 
w ſomething, extraordinary in bis Manner, and par- 
icularly, Agitations in his Body. p. 36, By the 
imme Argument any one may prove what they 
an{Wleaſe of the Prophets; that Fonab came into 
ru Nineveb upon his Head, or the like: For there 
uſt be ing ſtrange in his Manner; and 


Jod hy not that, as well as any other fort of Bo- 
willy Agitation? I doubt not but he gave the 
ore cople of Nineveb ſufficient Proofs of his be- 
hey hg ſent by God. The Knowledge they might 
ue pave of his having been wonderfully preſerv'd 
any the Belly of a Whale, and thrown upon dry 
tell Land, was ſufficient to allarm them into a Work 
vhofW' hich themſelves ſeem to have thought neceſ- 
herfWary. By your Suppolition you plainly allow 


hat all the Circumſtances of his Conduct are not 
ecorded. If not; then it is a thouſand times 
ore probable, if you will go to Invention, that 
e did fome Miracle viſibly and openly before 


he People, than that be had Fits of the Falling 
hat{Wic#neſs, or any ſuch Behaviour, as, you ſay your 
Ceilfhelt, makes the Spetators at firſt take Men for 

D Mad- 
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Mad- men, and not for Prophets. But it is mani. 
feſt that they immediately took Fonub for a In 
Prophet ; And therefore it is plain, there was 
nothing in his Conduct ſo ſhocking, and ſo like 
Madneſs, as you acknowledge theſe Agirations to 
be. But, without all this, how can you :anſwer 
to God the uſing ſuch Arguments as this,/ and ad- 
ding, after this free Manner, to the Books «of 
his Prophets? St. Peter converted three tbouſani 
at once. As you ſay therefore, in the Caſe offi 
Fonab, let any one try amongſt Infadels whether 
he can do the like with the Words uſed by 
him. But doth it therefore follow that St. Pe. 
ver had Bodily Agitations ? Y.ou need not ſeek fu 
= — — to ſupport Larry Cauſe, if your 
Judgment :dirett, and :yaur Conſcience, permit, you 
2 fo it with ſuch. — ier 2 , s 
14. Not content with theſe Inftances, you ſay 
that St. Peter expreſſeth as much, 2 Pet. . 21. 
vi. that Holy Men of old fpake as tbey mere moveli 
(you change it into forcibly carried) by the Hoy 
-Ghoft.. Naw it is manifeſt that St. Rerer meant 
mo more in that Place but that the Propben 
of old were influenced in their Minds by the + 
4y Gboſt: And that they ſpake agrecably to thi 
Internal In And therefore that none oi 
their Propheſies are to be looked on as hum ag 
private Conceptions, but to be interpreted 20 
the Voice of that Holy Spirit. Beſides, the uti 
moſt that can be meant here according to your 
ſelf is, that the Spirit forced them to ſpeak what 
they did, and that they had not the Command 
of their Tongues. But what is that to those 
Agitation: concerning which we are ſpeak 
Ing: 8 A 3 + | 
But that even this cannot be the meaning 0i 
the Apaſtle, I argue from that Text of St. Tag 
(here quoted, p. 36. and groſly miſanderftoo« 
by you} The Spirits of the Prophets are ſub * 10 

| 4: 
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he Prophets 3 in which you would make him ſay 


only this: that their Human Spirits ought to be 
ubje& to them; not that they can command 


pheſyings. Now, 1. The Word Spirits muft in 
this Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle all along ſignify the 
extraordinary Communications of the Holy Spirit, 
not their own humane Minds. 2. Their Gifts 
of the Spirit are all along ſpoken of as what could 
be regulated and managed by themlelves. 3. 
This very Maxim is laid down in order to this 
Regulation: Particularly they are directed to 
ſpeał after one another; to propheſy one by one; to 
leave off ſpeaking at ſuch a particular time: 
And he aſſures them they may do this; that 
they can, if they will, thus manage themſelves 
under the Influences of the Spirit which moved 
them. So .groundleſs is it in you to lay p. 8. 
that this Maxim is laid down to keep them 
from mixing their own. Human Spirit with the 
Divinez of which there is not the leaſt Word 
in this Chapter: And fo contradictory to the 
Apaſtle's Deſign is it for you to lay that the 
Bodily Members of the Inſpired Prophets are not at 
their command, when this Maxim is laid down 


regulate their Tongues, and ſpeak, and ftop, as 
it ſhould appear moſt for the order, and Edi- 
fication of their Aſſemblies. If therefore your 
Friends cannot poſſibly govern their Tongues, 
let them know that the Spirit by which they 
are moved is not the Spirit of the Prophers ; For 


forcibly and irreſiſtibly move their Tongues. 
Feremiab might, as you urge, repreſent it as Fire 
in his Bones, and Elibu, as Wine that bath no Vent: 
Which are only figurative. Expreſſions, ſignify- 


g of ing a great Uneaſineſs within them: But nog any 
ray thing irreũſtible moving their Organt of Speech z 
D 2 much 


their Tongues, or their Bodies, in their Pro- 


on purpoſe to let them know that they might 


that is Subject to the Propbets, and doth not 


* 
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much leſs any other Parts of their Bodies: As 
appears from the Behaviour, both of Elibu him- 
ſelf, Fob. 32, 11, 12. who reſtrained the Spirit he 
35 there ſpeaking of, and kept in the very things 
e afterwards produceth; merely out of a Re. 
gard to Order and Decency, that he might not 
ſcem to think himſelf wiſer than Men of greater 
Age and Experience; and of ꝓeremiab, who in 
the Place referr'd to, Ch. 20. 9. had once re. 
folved not to ſpeak in the Name of God amy 
more, which it is impoſſible he could have been Wl 
ſo weak as to have done, had he known any 
thing of theſe involuntary, and irreſiſtible Motions, Wl 
Nay, it is manifeft that he did forbear for ſome 
time, from the Expreſſion 7 was weary with for. 
bearing: And that all that he here intends is 
fuch an Vneaſineſs as determines a voluntary A. 
gent to Action, i | 
15. You go ftill farther, and venture to add 
to the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament likewiſe, by 
affirming that the Apoſilies, on the Day of Pen- 
tecoſt, had Bodily Agitations : Otherwiſe, ſay you, 
the People could never have taken them for a Par- 
tel of drunken Men. You had much better have 
ſaid plainly, Otherwiſe our Cauſe cannot be jerved : 
For rather than that ſhall ſuffer, I ſee the 4. 
poſiles themſelves ſhall not be ſpared. And yet 
neither will this do: For in order to vindicate 
your Prophets, you muſt prove that the Apoſtles, 
when they ſpake, or wrote, for the Ediſicarion of 
the Church, were under theſe violent Bodily A- 
gitations of which your Friends boaſt ſo much, 
This you don't ſo much as venture to inſinuate: 
And indeed what you here pretend to, is a mere 
Aſperſion, making the Propbets of God, like the 
Prophets of Baal. I wonder you did not, upon the 
ſame Ground, prave that the Apoſtles at this time 
were. Heart:fick, and Stomach. ſicłk, as your Prophets 
ſeem to be; and that they had the other fili 
| 0] igns 
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Signs of Drankenneſs accompanying this ng r 


or this appears full as plainly as what you 


But to go ftilt farther 3 a Man of your reading 


>nnot but know that Eli thought Hannab bad 
een drunken merely becauſe ber Lips moved, bus 


., Voice was not beard, 1 Sam. 1. 13. and a Man 


of your Parts might think it very poſſible for 


ordinary People at firft hearing to think thoſe 
Iraghen who were talking what to them was 


unintelligible Fargon. But if you can give your 
ſelf the Trouble, with all your Prejudice, to read 
the whole Story (Ad. 2.) attentively, you will 
find, what you ſeem not to know at preſent, 
that to thoſe Foreigners then at Feruſalem who 


-derftood the Languages ſpoken, and conferr'd 


with one another _ this wonderfull Occur- 
a 


ence, the Apoſtles had no Sign of Drunkenneſs. 
neſe Men were far from ſufpecting any ſuch 
hing; as they likewiſe might have done, had 
they ſeen ſuch Bodily Agitations as you would 
fix upon them: But acknowledged they heard 
them (not in Languages half-formed, not by 
abrupt Pauſes, and indecent Eruttations, but) 
ſpeaking, in their ſeveralLanguages, ſo as that they 
plainly underftood them, the Wonders, or great 
things, of God. If ,you proceed to the 13. Verſe, 
you will find that, not theſe, but others, who 
under ſtood them not, hearing them ſound forth 
what ſeemed gibberiſh to them, upon this Account 
at firſt ſaid They were full of new ine: In which 
haſty Aſperſion, I ſay, bey not joining who un- 
der flood the Languages ſpoken, it is manifeſt they 
ſaw no Sign of Drunkenneſs in them. For if 
they had ſeen them reeling about, and agitated, 
as your unhandſome Suppolſition is; they were 
not ſo prejudiced in their Favor as tO have 
paſt it over, merely becauſe they ſpake of God's 
Wonders, as many in Drunkenneſs ace known co 
do. Add to this that the Hiſtory which ſpeaks 
D 3 par- 
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. Particularly of the ruſhing great Wind filiug the | 
ſembled being ſpaken, Ch. 4. 31. would not have 
As this, had they themſelves. likewiſe been ſhakey, y 


tions theſe Agitations; or ſome New Revelation 


s x. * " 
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preach to others in the handling the Word of 
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Houſe, v. 2. and of the Place where they were af: 
| over in ſilence ſo remarkable a Circumſt an 


and agitated. But enough of this, till you ca 
produce ſome Authentic Copy which expreſiy men. 


to add your Invention to this Part of Scripture, 
as Mr. I. hath done to the Prophet Iſaiab. Til 
you can do this, your poſitive Affirmation that 
it muſt, have been their Staggering er Reeling tba 
made the People paſs that Fudgment upon them, will 
ſerve to convince us of nothing, unleſs it be off 
your own Prejudice, and Romantic Boldyeſs, in a 
very ſacred and forbidden Inftance. 
Thus have you given the Reader, (if he will be. 
lieve you,) 4 Scripture-Account of the Agitatiom 
which were conſtantly the Anendants and Jeſt ino. 
nies of the Preſence of the Prophetic Spirit: p. 37. 
- Whereas it is evident from what goes before, if 
that you have given us nothing but your own i 
Inventions ; and not a ſingle Inſtance of any one 
Eſtabliſhed Prophet, who ever delivered any one 
important Meſſage, under ſuch Agitations as you 
are now defending; that in order to prove your 
Point you bave ſhamefully, and not like a Scho- 
Jar, in ſome Caſes ſuppoled, againſt manifeſt; Proof, 
that Agitation is called Propheſying, which is the 
taking the thing for granted which is to be 
proved; that in others, for want of Proof, you 
have unworthily added to the aa, 
your own Inventions; that in others you have 

roſly contradicted your ſelf, and your owa 

rinciples: And that in all you have ſhewn your 
ſelf above the Rules of Criticiſm, and Reaſoning ; 
and -above the Humility Which you fo much 


God. Andtypow ſhall we account for this in 2 
| | Gen- 
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Gentleman who pretends to an extraordinary De- 
gree of Learning eſpecially in ſ@red Matters; and 
is ſo free in his Cenſures upon thoſe, who, I 
doubt not, have it in their Power:to ſhew them- 
ſelves ſuperior to him in the Cauſe they have un- 
dertaken ? This may ſuffice in Vindication of the 
Antient Prophets, and Apoſtles from the Input ation 
of their being Precedents for your New Friends, in 
their Agitarions, and Bodily Commerzons. I proceed 
Secondly, to the -Prophetical Uſe of Signs : 
And that Alnighty God did by his Pronbets make 
uſe of ſeveral Sigus, as well as Words, to ex- 
preſs his Wil, I know no one who denies. But 
I muft add here two or three Obſervations up- 
on this Subject. As, 1. It is evident that the 
Reaſon why God's Prophets ever made uſe of Signs, 
was becayſe it was a thing cuſtomary, and a- 
greeable to the Genius of thoſe: Nations in which 
they appeared: Great uſe being of old made 
by Men as well of Signs in their Actions, as of 
Parables and Fables in their Words. 2. From 
hence it appears that neither you, nor any one 
elſe, ought. to think and repreſent that as ri- 
diculous, which we cannot be judges of at this 
diſtance of Time and which, tho' it be diſa- 
greeable to the Genius of the preſent Age, yet 
might be very well adapted to the Ways and 
Manners of the paſt. ' This is a Rule allowed of in 


all ordinary Caſes ; And therefore certainly ought 


to be allowed of in a Caſe of great and extra- 
ordinary Importance. 3, An Argument may be 
drawn from hence to make it probable (if you 
will allow me to ſay fo with all Humility) that 
God Almighty, ſuppoſing him to ſpeak to us by 
Prophets,' would not make uſe of that Method, 
which yet was adapted to others of old; becauſe 
the Genius, and Cuſtoms, of Nations, in this Part 
of the World, are ſo extremely different from 
thoſe of former Nations in the Eaſtern, and other 

nau, 
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Parts: As we find, likewiſe the Sue and 
Manager of ſpeaking to be. 4. This may be 
confirmed, and, I think, made even more than 
probable, from the Genius of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, which ſeems to have put a Stop to all 
| — and Typical Repreſentations of the 
Wilt 'of God ; And entirely to have gone off, 
in the delivery of that Will, from ſuch Ways 
as were in uſe amongſt ſome of the 814 Propbets. 
And 5. I muſt' obſerve that it is a great Preju- 
dice againſt your New Friewds, who pretend to 
be Chriſtian Prophets that they are ſo entirely 
different, in this Reſpect, from the Mevbods of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. For you cannot produce 
any one Inſtance of an Wpired Perſon under the 
New Teſtament, (excepting that Agabus, who 
was of an Inferior Rank of Propbets 3) makin 
uſe of ſuch'iSipry ;- Muck leſs delivering a Meſ⸗ 
ſage of — 4 —— or ſpeaking to Edi. 
fication or Comfort (as you ſometimes expreſs the 
Buſineſs of a Prophet) by Signs or Repreſentanions ; 
God having manifeſtly choſen the moſt plain 
and uſeful Way of ſpeaking by ' his Meſſengers 


under the New Teſtament, * ' 
Our Lord indeed doth upon ſevetal Occaſions 
make uſe of Parables, ſometimes for the juſt Pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who//had ſtood ont againſt o- 
ther Methods; ſometimes for extorting a Con- 
feſſion ofthe Trauth from his very —_— 
ſometimes to make the greater Impreſſion (as 
it may be in particular, Inſtances) upon the 
Minds of the Hearers. But how plainly hath 
he delivered his great Meſſage, and that Vill of 
God which concerns the Satvation of Men? And 
in this how plainly have his Apoſtles: followed 
him? Nay, in what he predicts whether con- 
cerning Deſtruction, or Happineſs, he makes uſe 
of no ſuch Signs, as the Prophers of old : Nor 


do any of his Apoſtles after him. 
PEE How- 
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However this be; I dare ſay your New Friends 
will never ſuffer in the Opinion of any conſi- 
dering Man, for any Signs uſed by them, if ic 
can be proved from ſufficient Arguments that 
they were commanded, or forced by Almigbiy 
God to uſe fuch Repreſentations. By their Sa- 
tings, or Agitations, which are general, you ſay, 
Almighty God fignifies that he is coming to ſhake 
terribly the Earth, &c. p. 43. But how unlikely 
a Matter is this, when you your ſelf affirm that 
this was always the conſtant Attendant, and 
Sign of the Preſence of the Spirit of Propheſy; 
on whatever Meſſages the Prophets were ſent, 
whether of Bla „or Curſing. For that God 
ſhould make u a Sign, to ſignify a peculiar 
Act of his Diſpleaſure, which theſe Prophets, ac- 
cording to you, would have had, tho' they had 
ſpoken of nothing but Bleſſing, and which they 
muſt have had whatever their Meſſage had been, 
and which they attnally have when they pro- 
L nounce the greateſt Bleſſings, will be incredible 
1 to all who underftand the Nature of Signs, and 


tenſe of Humility, Beſides, we know that the 
Prophets ſpoke ot God's ſhaking the Kingdoms of 
this World; nay, we knew that the Apoſtles ſpoke 
of this ſame Shaking, not only the Zarth, but 
the Heavens alſo: But we neither read that 
, they made their own Apitations, or Shakings, the 
; Sign of this; nor indeed that they had the 
5 leaſt Sign of Agitation or Shaking, about them, 
h We have ſeen indeed, in theſe laſt Ages, ano» 
f ther ſet of Men, before your ſelves, agitated in 
1 their Bodies; and denominated from their Sba- 
1 

- 

r 


kings, and Convulfions, which have been equal, 
in many Inftances, to thoſe amongft you: But 
we have ſeen how, groundleſs the Pretenſes to 
the Spirit, founded upon theſe Agitations, have 
been ; Nay, it is to be hoped; tliey have, in 

grea 


have not caſt off their Reaſon under the Pre- 
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— Meaſure ſeen it themſelyes. But, to pro. 
ceed,' | 
Thirdly, That the Prophets do ſometimes repre, 
ſent God as ſpeaking in his own Perſon I know 
no one, who ever doubted ;; But all the inſtances 
you have produced, p. 46. (the like to which 
you might have produced by Hundreds if you 
ad pleaſed) come not up at all to the Man- 
ner uſed by your Fiends: And conſequently ſhew 
no Reſemblance in this to the Antienr Prophets, 
For tho' there be not immediately preceding 
theſe Paſſages, the Form, Thus ſaith the Lord; yet, 
if the Reader will pleaſe: but te turn to the Be. 
ginning of: the Propbeſies, or of the Verſes pre- 
ceding theſe, he will be ſatisfied, that the Pro. 
phers did not ſpeak. theſe Paſſages at the very 
time when they were under the Inſpiration, or 
Viſion: But that they are Accouts given to the 
People of what had- been formerly ſeen by them 
in Fiſions, or repreſented to their Minds by 41. 
mighty God; which they might make, without do- 
ing any Injuftice to God, either in the third Per. 
ſon, ſpeaking of him, or in the ſirſt, introducing 
him as ſpeaking of himſelf, without the leaſt Al. 
teration of what was ſaid to them. As in gi- 
ving an Account of what any Men hath ſaid to 
us, we perfectly, and equally, Anſwer the Deſign, 
whether we retain the firſt Perſon in which he 
ſpoke z or uſe the third/Perſon inftead of it. But 
what is this to the juſtification of theſe, who under 
the Inſpiration ſpeak as God entirely, which is 
very different from the; Way of the Antient W 
Prophets, and much more from that of the 450. 
tles, and Bmbaſſudours of God under the New: Te 
2 3 —— that 2 — wag — £ 
nd Perſon, and ſpeaking of Almighty Go in the 
ſame  Propheſy in which: they, ſpeak in the fi 
Ferſar, is a Demonſtration that they, were not 
as} Pipes thro? which G himſelf forcihly ef, ; 
3h tnel vn 


vw 
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theſe very Words to the People for then F1/4 
muft have been iu the f-ſt' Perſon ; But that 


oe they were National Repreſenters of what Gal 
nich had ſhewn to themſelves; and Free to chuſe 


eicher the #bird, or frſt Perſon as they Taw fit. 


Lan. And of what Force can this de touards the 
new BY Juſtification of 'thofe,, Who by their on Profefs 
bet c, tion, are no more che P f O0 clan N 
ling many Trumpet: would be, "thro which God int. 
yer, mediately ſpeaks to the Auditors ; and whoſe 
Be. Werds conſequenkly ought always to be in the 
bre · fit Perſon: The I know not how it ſometimes 
Pro. eomes to pals that your New Prophet: forget 
ery = themſelves, and fpeak-of God in e third Per- 
or en. For th& the 0% Propbete might, very con- 
the fiftently>with' thenſelves, uſe either the $f or 
em BY third Perſon; becauſe they pretendell to nò more 
than to repreſent” fajthfully to their” Autizors 
do. what God had 'fignified to them; yet it is high- 
per. iy abſurd in your Friends; to uſe any but the 
ing Feſt Perſon, becaufe you pretend that God doth 
Al. not ſignify his Will to tien, 1e be ſented 
gi. by them to othersz but that he himſelf imme- 
to Aiately fpeaks 45 the Auufort, anti." Forcibly 
gn, makes uſe of their Organs to convey his own 
he Will to them. E. 4 17 , 2 57 q DAS 21 
gut Fourtbly, you proceed, p. 47. to NI from 
der Former Precedents, their ' ſpeaking, or rather, as 
1 is WR You ſay, God's ſpeaking to themſelves, by their own 
ent Mouth. And for this you produce Jſai. 20. Fer. 
470: 35+ Exel. 3. Hoſes. 1. and you might, if you had 
Je: Pleaſed, have produced an hundred more paſſages: 
the only taking for granted the hing in di te, after 
the your uſual Mander, that the Lord's ſpeaking to 
firſt the Prophets, is vocally ſpeaking to them by for- 
not cibly moving their own Organs of Speech, and 


uſing their own Mouths, to ſpeak to themſelves, 
zel If you had been fo diſpoſed, you' might have 
proved, from that Chapter of Iſaiab, that God ſpake 

5: to 
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to ſeiah by the Hand of Iſaiab, as it is in the 
inal, and, nol the Mouth: And you might 
in as much Juftice have kept to the Letter of 
che Text in one Caſe as in the other. For who, 
but one byaſs d to this particular Cauſe, would 
not ity acknowledge that by God's ſpeaking to 
a "has, 2 aid the Vord of the Lord coming 
ia N his making known bis 
—— the vocal pronouncing ſuch 
20 ck bins not And who would apt own, — 
in all Caſes, - where . Te is plain that Words were 
audibly pronounced, it is as that the Per. 
ſon on ſpoken 20 was not the Perſon fheaking ? But I 
2 one . to l a new ce 
— 12 Patron of this New Diſpenſation, 
= the writing of: this: pix · thats of 2 
thro? whoſe Organs, ue are now informed, 
2 0 to himſelf, becauſe the Hebrew which 
egit, late. The Ange w talled with me may 
, who talked an ME 7; i. e. if. the Comext, and 
2 Senſe allou of it: For otherwiſe a pol- 
ſible, or uſual, Signification of a Word is not to 
be taken. Now 4 e a are, thro' the whole 
Scripture, repreſentedias talking with Men, juft 
as Men do with one another, with Bodies vi- 
ſible, and with Organs of Speech proper to 
themſelves: And. were the ſame Word uſed 2. 
bout à Man's talking with, Zechariah it would 
be full as juſtifiable td interpret this of a Man's 
talking in bim, to him, thro? his own Organs; 
as it is now to interpret it ſo of the Angel: 
Since their Way.,of talkin 9 h Men is ever 
repreſented as the Piſcour Men, with di- 
ſtinct Bodies, and diſtinct oe, Lof Speech. iſt. 


therefore, this Interpretation js moſt abſurd, 


and unreaſonable. 3, It happens likewiſe un- 
rw} that the Context duly conſide red cannot 
poſſibly admit of it. For the whole is here 


repteſe ented as ulually. Nay, the Angel is repre- 
ſented 


* 


the Antient Prophets. 27 
ſented as removing his Station more than once 
Cb. 2. v. 3. 4. 1. 5. f. Did he, I pray, leap in, 
and out of, Zechariah? Or, had he a Body and 
Bodily Organs of his own thro* which he ſpake 
one Minute ; and the next Minute had none, 
but was forced to make uſe of Zecbariab's? He 
is repreſented as waking Zecbariab as one Man 
is waked by another. 4. 1. And what is more, 
he is called the Angel, who talted in him, as 
much when he bad removed his- Station, as 
before, partigularly, 5. 5, 10. If therefore that 
Expreſſion be uſed when it is impaſkble he ſhould 
de in Zechariah, then the Uſe ot that Expreſſion 
cannot be the leaſt Proof that the Angel talked 
10 Zechariah in Zecbgab. But this way of arguing 
is indeed a vexy ad Proof of the readineſs there is 
amongſt you to break thro” allRgjes of Decency, and 
to make Nonſenſe and Abſurdity of the Holy. Scrip- 
ure it ſelf for the ke of your New Cauſe... Tous 
much for Zechariab ; And, as for theſe _ Prophets 
whom you have here alleged, it is ſo; far from 
appearing that God literally and vocally ſpake by 
their Lips to themſelves, that it doth not Ap: 
pear at all that he did, at the time of, Revela- 
tion, forcibly move their Lips to ſpeak thoſe 
things which related to others: What they. do 
vocal ſpeak not ſeeming to be ſpoken at the ve- 
ry time of Kevelation, but after ic, by way of 
Repreſentation of what God had impreſſed 1 
their Miads before: tho' you indeed are pleaſed, 


(contrary to all Appearances from the Begin- 


ning to the End, of Holy Scripture) to lay is down 
as talen for granted, after your uſual - Manner, 
that a Prophet is one, who ſpraketh not from any 
Impulſe of ibe Matter upon his Mind, tho" ever jo 
ſtrang, bur, whoſe Mouth and Tongue is over-ruled by 
a ſuperior Power to ſpeak that which doth proceed 
from bis Lips. p. 76. I cannot imagine for what 
Reaſon; ſince it is fully ſufficient to the Pur- 

| E "7 OI 
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pber to conſiſt in the immediate Revdlation of ſome. 


me of a Meſſenger, that the Mener of the 
Meſſage be fully made known to him; nay, ſince 
in other Places you your ſelf agree with Biſhoy 
Stillingfleer who makes the Formality of a Pro 


thing to his own Mind, or Uaderſtanding. Nov 
according to your New Definition a- Perſon may 
be a Prophet thro* whom, without knowing anf 
thing of the Matter, God reveals his Mind to 
others: And according to the other Definition, 
fach an one cannot be a Prophet, no Revelation i 
being made fo his Mind; but the Auditors ate 
the Prophets, the Revelation being made imme 
aiately to them; as immediately as Words cat 
be ſpoken thro* the Pipe A that Perſon. 5 
inconfiftent are theſe two Accounts which you 
feem to agree tag tho* your New Definition i 

indeed moft adapted to your New Diſpenſation. 
" Fifthly, The next Point we come to, is the 
terrupted Manner of ſpeaking the Words of | 

God, in Uſe amongſt your New Prophets, ſo that 
the Auditors can't underſtand them, before : 
Scribe who hath a better Knack, hath: written 
them, and ſo reads them over again: In which 
you likewiſe pretend, that they bear ſome Re. 
ſemblance to the Antient Prophets. And here we! 
ate ordered to throw off our Reaſon again, for 
Fear we ſhould be ſo audacious as to think ſo 
unworthily of God, as that he would ſpeak what 
he himſelf immediately ſpeaks plainly and di. 
ſtinctly; that thoſe might hear and underftand 
him to whom he immediately ſpeaks. For it 
is God himſelf you ſay, who ſpeaks ; and not theſ: 
Men: And that God Alwighy ever 2 with 
Deſign to be under ſtood, and yet after ſuch a 
Manner that his Words ſhall not be pronounced 
ſo as to be clearly heard, let him believe that 
| dares believe any thing that may but ſerve his 
ewn Purpoſe. But the Anſwer to every thing 
| 15, 
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6 Who ſball ſay to the Almighty, Why doſt thou jo ? 
72 he elſe of bis Ways ? At which rate of 
arguing every Abſurdity and Kidicule may come 
in time to be put upon us for the Dictates and 
Will of God: And this becauſe we are not-ut- 
ficient Judges of all things relating to Almigh- 
y God. This indeed is certainly true, that his 
Ways in many, things are far out of our Sight; 
nor can we poſſibly judge. of all the Reaſons and 
Ends he hath in view: But what then? Doth 
it follow therefore that we muſt ſwallow every 
thing as his Preſcription ? Doth it follow that 
ene are Fudges of nothing relating to him? Why 

then doth he himſelf m_ his Revelations. to 

our Trial and judgment? Why doth he appeal 
to Mankind in ſome Caſes ? Certainly becauſe 

he hath given them Faculties able to judpe 
whether ſuch and ſuch Appearances be tiueiy 


= worthy of him or not; and becauſe their Re- 

hat ward lies, not in believing every thing to come 

| from him, but in receiving as ſuch only what 

2 eiving y 

er appears to our beſt Reaſon to be truely wor- 

<> {by of him, or to have nothing in it truely 
unworthy of his Nature and Per fedtions; which 


are to be the Guide of this judgment. But, 
I pray, how come you your ſelf ſo frequently 
to forget your ſelf as to pretend to Keaſon a- 
bout the Ways of God, and- particularly, p. 57. 
about the Reaſonableneſs of expecting Propbe- 
pg tical Warnings, with great Poſitiveneſs and Ab 

ſurance, even charging God with a Defe& in 
his Love, if he ſhould not ſend Prophets before 
the coming of Chriſt z notwithſtanding that we 
have from himſelf ſufficient notice already for 
Preparation for that Day, and Aſſurance that it 
will come as 4 Thief in tbe Night ? This I ſay 
fo you, who have ſo much decried the uſe of Rea, 
lon. But God Almighty never finds fault with it 
nay, He requires itat _ Hands by his Propbets, 

2 a 


 thew that any of the Prophets of old, when they 


the Maxims unjuftly, and withour Foundation, 


Faculties; an un prejudiced judging of the Truth 


But it is not enough for you co miſrepreſent 
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and by his Son. It is a falſe and proud Wiſdon, 
diſdaising every thing that is not agreeable to 


eftabliſhed by ic, which he loves to confound, 
But a calm and 'unprejudiced Uſe of our bes 


of things, and Pretenſions of Men, according 
to the beſt Light we have, and according ty 
thoſe Notions of his Perfections -which Reaſon 
teacheth, is our indiſpenſable Duty 3 and the 
throwing this &:aſon off, under what Pretenſe ſo- 
ever, leads to all manner of Abſurdity, Enthuſiaſu, 
_ at laſt, muſt terminate in à general In, 
ny. b — N 1 
You are pleaſed here to intimate that Eu. 
man Inſtitiutions only ſhould be in Obedience and 
Conformity to the rational Rule of the Apoſtle, 
Let all things be done 10 Edification ; Whereas you 
would hide from the Reader that the Apoſtle is 
there regulating the Matter of Divine Inſp 
rations and the Manner pf Behaviour under BW 
them : And fince he argues there That God is WH 
the God of Order, not of Confuſion, he certainly Wi 
allows us to be Judges of Order, Regularity and WR 
Ediſication; and enforceth it upon all Prophets, W 
not only as a thing always in their Power, but 
always their Duty, that order and Edification be 
the Rule of their ſpeaking and propheſying. W 


this Rule of the Apaſtle: But you go on to 
ſhew moſt learnedly and judicivuſly, that ſome 
of the Fropbets had Amanuenſes to write for them. 
So have many Divines now : And yet their Au- 
dito tes neither hear, nor underſtand them, ever 
the worſe for that. But the Point here was to 


pretended to ſpeak the Inſpirations of God, ever 
did it with Eructations, and Interruprions in their 
Voices, ſo as that thole to whom they were 
Las ſpeak» 
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ipeaking could not hear, or underſtand the Words 
poken. But when, inſtead of this, you tell us 


ion, that in penning down their Prophefies they made 
und, uſe ſometimes of one to write for them, it ſhew- 
bet eth us, not only that you have indeed forſaken 
'"uth all Regard to Human Reaſon your ſelf; but that 
ling you think all your Neighbours likewiſe have diſ- 
to carded Common Senſe, to be capable of being 
an impoſed upon by ſuch Shadows of Argument. 

the The following Pages, to p. 55. are taken up 
> {0+ in proving that God cannot ſuffer honeſt Chri- 
of, ſtians, who heartily pray to him, to be delu- 


ded, Cc. by which Argument you may prove 
Contradictions to be true, unleſs you will ſuppoſe 
2 that no one in this Nation, is truly honeſt, 
ind and doth truly depend upon God, but your 
te, ſelves who believe id this New Diſpenſation. For 

on BY if there be honeft Chriſtians, who do heartil 
i depend upon, and pray to God, both amongft 
f thoſe who believe in it, and thoſe who do not; 
let then according to this Way of reaſoning it muſt 
( is be true that it is of God, and it muſt be true 
1y BY likewiſe that it is not of God. But if both can- 
nd WF not de true, then are there ſame ſuch Chriſti- 
is, ans, on the one Side, or the other, in a De- 
ut luſion: And conſequently your Aſſertion is falſe. 
de Nay, if yon will not believe that Almighty God 
E will ſuffer you, who do truly ſeek him, to be ſo 
nt deluded as to take that for his 7nſpirarion which 
is not; how can others believe that he will 
ſuffer them to be ſo deluded” as not to lead them 
to the Acknowledgment of his Hand in this 
Matter, when they make it their Buſineſs to 
attend upon bin, and pray him ro lead them 
into all important Truth ? For. it is as great a 
Crime not to believe in that” Diſpenſation to 
which he plainly atteſts, as it is to believe 1n 
what he doth not truly atteſt to. And there- 
fore it he may ſuffer as.good Chriſtiaus as any 
E 3 are 
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{.which you cannot deny} to be ſo deluded as 
not to believe in this Diſpenſation, why may not 
he ſuffer others to be fo deluded as to believe 
in it, luppoſing it not to be from him? The 
Caſe is equally reaſonable, : or abſurd, on both 
Sides. Beſides, by this Way of arguing, it there 
be but one of theſe goodf Chriſtians who believes 
any Diſpenſation to be the, immediate Hand of 
God, this is Ground enough for all the World 
beſides, who believe him to be a good Chri- 
ſtian in other ReſpeQs, to embrace the ſame 
Belief; without trying. #he Spirits, or. being at 
any other Trouble: For as ſure as God is (lay 
you, with an Ayre of Aſſurance peculiar to ſome 
ſort of Perſons) ſuch a Chriſtian cannot be de. 
juded. That God will ſuffer a truly honeſt 
Chriſtian, who conftantly depends upon him, to 
be eternally loit, thro' any failure in his Brain, 
F can by no means think. But that God will. 
preſerve ſuch an one from all Errour, and eſpeci- 
20% in Caſes in which Imagination, and, Conſtitu- 
on bear a great, and perhaps to ſhgm an ir- 
reſiſtible, Sway, 1 ſee not the leaſt Shadow of 


Reaſon to believe: And moſt abſurd are 9. 


the Conſequences of ſuch an Aſſertion. It is 

not hard, I fee, to your ſelf to conceive that 

God ſhould ſuffer Mr. Majow to be ſo influenced 

by a (Notion, with which he: bad poſſeſs'd his 
Judgment, as to come to. have his Judgment 

totally difordered by it, p. 54. Now what was 

this in other Words but to ſuffer him to. be 4s- 

luded ? Tho' you ſay it was not Deluſion but 

mething elſe. But was it not a manifeft De- 

infion, or a partial Diſtraction, before his total Di- 

frrat:on ? Did not Gol; in his Caie, ſuffer; a good 
Man to be as fully convinced of the Truth of 
what'was falle, as you can be of your New Di 

pcnſatio/; And is it any more unjuſt in God (of 

whos Ways L ice you yenr {{!f will. dare to 

3 judge 


* 
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judge when you can make your own Uſe of 
them) to permit ſome honEft Chriſtians: to be 
partially diftratted, than to ſuffer, others to be 
totaly ſo 3 without making it the Ground of 
eternal Damnation to either of them? And of 
this partial Diſtraion there are many and fre- 
quent Inſtances in the World: I mean of a di- 
fturbed Judgment, and a diſordered Brain, as to 
ſome particular Points, without the leaſt Sign. 
- of the ſame Unhappinels, as to otbers; and this 
e in ſuch ſort, that if theſe be got touched upon, 
it all things appear to be perfectly right with 


2 
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in. 10 

E [ paſs over the following Pages from the 55th. 
e. to the 75th. becauſe there is nothing in them: 
ſt which either affects the 014 Prophets, or is in- 
0 tended abſolutely to juſtify your New Friends :. 
n, They being ſpent in diſcourſing of the Coming 
11 of Chriſt ; and the Warnings which you ſuppole: 


i- muſt precede this; and ſome other perſonal 
ys Matters of no great Concernment to the Point 
[+ I. have ungertaken, which is to conſider the 


Inputations you have laid upon the 014 Prophets, 
-and the Arguments you offer from thence to 
prove that the Warnings we lately have hay. 
are the Warnings of God himſelf, | 

I ſhould. now proceed to the Account you give 
us of the ſeveral ſorts of Predictions amongft the 
o Prophets, were I not a little ſtopp'd by 
what you tell us p. 77. viz. Thas the Spirit of God 
made the inſpired under the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 14. ſpeak 
or pray in unknown Tongues, which they could not in- 
terpret, i. e. according to your Meaning in this 
Place, which They did not underftand, when them- 
ſelvet ſpake them. For I cannot forbear. to take 
notice, as I paſs, of this your great Miftake, into 
which your.Zeal for your New Friends hath hur- 
ried you, And 1. It is very unworthy, and ve- 
ty abſurd for you to ſay that the Spirit of God 
| mate 
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made theſe Perſons ſpeak in unknown Languages, 
unintelligible either to others, or tbemſelves ; when 
it is plainly St. Paul's Deſign in this very Place 
to engage them not to ſpeak in theſe unknown 


Languages. 2. It is very evident therefore that 


the &rgens of theſe Perſons were not forcibly 
and irrefiftibly moved, but that the Manage- 
ment of them was left to their own Diſcretion 
and free Will. 3. It doth not appear that they 
were inſpired at the time they ſpake z but only that 
they had the Skill, the habitual Skill, of ſpea- 
king in ſtrange Languages conferred upon them: 
For they uſed this to an ill Purpoſe blamed 
by the Apoſtle. 4. The Apoſtle himſelf could 
ſpeak with Tongues more than them all, and 
without doubt underſtood them: And yet argues 
as if he himſelf might ſpeak, or pray without 
his Underſtanding (as the Word is in our Tran- 
flation) if he would ; From whence it is plain 
that ſomething elſe is meant by unfruirfull Un- 
derſtanding, than the Perſon's not wnderſtanding 
what himfelf aid ; as it is likewiſe, 5. Plain from 
many. other Paſſages in this Chaprer, that the 
Perſon ſpeaking might himſelf be edified, v. 4. 
and conſequently underftood what himſelf ſaid; 
that it was the other, the Auditor only, that was 
not Edified and this by not being capable of 
underſtanding what was ſpoken, and that the 
Caſe of the Auditor is all along diſtinguiſh'd 
from the Caſe of the Speaker. 6. How unlike 
is all this to the Cafe of our New Jnſpired, who 
pretend to the miraculous Uſe of unknown Tongues ? 
For they have them only by Fiece-meal, and 
ſometimes by Half-Words ; they cannot ule them, 
or not ufe them, as they ſee fit; but are actu- 
ated and forced into the Pronunciation of them; 
and often know not in the leaſt what they ſay 
themſelves: Differing in all thels Circumitan- 


ces from St. Paul, and others who had the 
| | Kknow- 
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Knowledge of Languages — to them at 
the Beginning of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 
But I come now, 

Sixthly, To conſider what your New Cauſe hath 
ted yon to ſay upon the ſeveral ſorts of Pre- 
ditions you mention, as in uſe amongſt the Au- 
tient Prophets, aad the ſeveral Failures you have 
pretended to fix upon tem ; Which is a ma- 
terial and principat Point. | 
I. You begin with ſuch ſort of Promiſes or 
Threatnings as are fulfilled in a Senſe different 
from that in which thoſe, to whom they were 
made, did underſtand them. * etl 

1. Gen. 2. 17. In the Day that thou” Exteſt, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die. Now how you can tell that 
our firſt Parents did not Underſtand this, as God 
meant it, if they had any Notion at all of Death, 
I cannot imagine. But however, the deſign of 
Almighty God was not that they ſhould ac- 
curately underſtand what was the Exatt mean- 
ing of the Threatning, but that, by the:7breaming 
Underſtanding' ſomething very terrible, they 
ſhould be kept in their Obedience. Nor did the 
Devil - ſpeak any more Truth in what he faid 
contrary to this, than in his telling them thac 
they ſhould be as Gods knowing good and Evil. 
When Gad fulfills his Word, in the Senſe moft 
worthy of himſelf, there is the leaft Failing : 
And therefore to allege ſuch Inftances as this, 
can juſtify no ſort of Failures; for here was none. 

2. God aſſures Abraham, Unto thee will I give thts 
Lind; 3. He promiſeth Facob, I will ſurely bring 
Thee up again, out of Egypt. 4. He promiſeth 
Phinebas the Covenant of an Everlaſting Prieſt bod. 
And theſe, tho' you are pleaſed to athrm the 
contrary, I doubt not, were all Underftood, as 
they were fulfilled. | * 

For, as to the 2. Why ſhould we not think that 


Abraham underftood the Promiſe of God to be made 
to 
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to his Poſterity and not to himſelf? We don't find 
that any Complaints were made by him ef any Fail- 
ing on God's part. Nay, It is very Evident that he 
did ſo underſtand them from a great Number of 
plain Paſſages; ſo plain that they ought to be 
2 here to ſhame your Prejudice, or your 
lindneſs, in thus dark'ning the Ways of Almighty 
God. For the whole Procedure plainly ſhe us 
that the Promiſe was meant to his Seed, and 
that He fo underſtood it. God's Promiſe, I 
will-give Thee this Land, in the, ſingular Number, 
is very often explained by the Addition of the 
words, Jo thy Seed And that it was uſual to 
ple - the, Word: Thee when it was impoliible to 
mean any thing by it but, Thy Poſterity, and to. 
ſpeak of a whole Family under the Name of 
the Head only, needs no Proof. In this very 
Story, Ch. 17. 2. God faith, 1 will multiply Thee 
exceedingly, where nothing can be meant but 
that God would Multiply Abrabam's Seed or 
Poſterity: Yet you may perhaps imagine that 
Abrabam might underſtand that God meant to 
multiply his Perſon. But this is not all. For 
whereas you. repreſent the Caſe moſt fraudu- 
lently, as if nothing more had been ſaid to 4. 
brabam but that God would give him the Land; 
on the contrary, the Promiſe was often explained 
ſo that He could not miſtake it. Gen. Ch. 15. 
The: Land promiſed, was the Land then in Pol- 
ſeſſion of other great and mighty Nations; by 
the Diſpoſſeſſion of whom only it could be free 
for his Poſſeſhon ; God gives him an Account, 
that his Seed was to be affiited four bundred Years 
in a Strange Land V. 13. that after this they 
ſhould be brought out of that ſtrange Land; 
v. 14. that He bimſelf ſhould die in Peace, 71. c. be- 
fore that Calamity, and untouched by it, v. 15. 
that after that long Calamity his Seed ſhould 


come to the promiſed Land, v. 16. nay, that 45 
| 5 
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Poſſeſſion could not, according to the Laws'of 
his dealing with Nations, be transferred in his 
Days from the prefent Inhabitants, becauſe their 
Iniquities were not yet full, fo as to deferve that 
Exciſion by which his Pofterity were to arrive at 
the Poſſefſion. What can be planer? And, v. 18. 
The Covenant, or Promiſe is ſolemnly ratified in 
theſe Words only, Un thy Seed bave I gtven this 
Land: and then the 'Nations' are J 
reckoned who were the prefent Poffefſors, and 
who were not to be diſpoſſeſsd in 400 years 
time, v. 16. And is here any room to imagine 
that Abrabam could poſſibly underſtand this Pro- 
miſe to be made to bimſelf, that he in Perſon 
ſhould poſſeſs all the Land pofſeffed by theſe 
Nations, after the Explication of the whote Pro- 

cedure ? Nay, that he underſtood the Promi 
of al that Land to be made to his Pofterity, 
not to himſelf, js evident from Ch. 24. 7. where 
2 the Promiſe in theſe Words only, Unto 
d wil I give this Land. Not but that Abra- 
bam himfelf had as much as he could defire for 
himſelfz and was looked upon by his Neighbours 
as a mighty Prince among ft them, Ch. 23. 6. which 
differs very much from your Repreſentation of 

Da SR nn big + ee; 
3. The like muſt de faid in the Caſe of Facoh, 
that it was as plainly fignified to- him, and un- 
derſtood 'by him, that God's Promiſe, 7 will bring 
Thee up aptin, viz out of Egypt, referr'd not to 
his own coming up alive. For Gen, 46. the 
whole Procedure is explained to Him. v. 3. God 
promiſes He wilt make of Him a great Nation 
in Egypt: Where by Zim is meant, his Poſterity, 
his Children then in being, for Ze himſelf had 
none after this: Which ſhews this way of 
ſpeaking to be too uſual to be miſunderſtood. 
v. 4. in which the Promiſe of bringing bim up 
again is made, it is added, Foſeph ſhall put bis 
Hand 
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to the Sced of Abraham was an 
n enam, and Gen. 48. 4. for an Everlaſting Poſſeſſion. 
n vet was it frequently interrupted, and now hath 
e been ſo for a great Number of Years. Beſides 
a that vou know it was always underſtood that 
a 
* 
e 


theſe Promiſes of Bleſſings to Nations, or Fami- 
lies, were generally under Condition of Obedience, 
and Regard to Almighty God: And no Failure 
wasever. charged upon him, when the Failure was 
in the Conditions. required. The Promiſe to 
binebas declared God's gracious Intentions to- 
wards him, and his Family: But there is no 
doubt, that be and others at that time under- 
ſtood it as it was fulfilled ; As it is evident 
likewiſe that it was fulfilled exactly as it is rea- 
ſonable to under ſtagd it. Nay, you might as 
well have argued that it was not Everlaſting in 
the Philoſophiral Senſe z and that the Promiſe 
being made to the Perſon of Phinebas, (as you 
ſay it was to Abrabam and Facob,) God failed 
in not granting to him himſelf an Everlaſting 
Prieftbood. But indeed theſe are very poor Obſer- 
vations: And it is manifeft that theſe Promiſes 
were fulfilled as they. were at firft, and as they 
ought to be, underſtood. Nor have you any 
Reaſon to ſay. otherwiſe, but that it may a 
little puzzle the Cauſe you are'u 
5+ The Caſe of Fofiab' being kill'd in Battle, 
tho* thePrephereſs aſſured him he ſhould die in Peace 
(2. Chron. 34. 27. 28.) is ſomething, at firſt Ap» 
© pearance, more to your general Purpoſe: And 
il Mtherefore deſerves to be confidered. And 1. 
Erze Enquiry made of the Propbeteſt was only con- 
cerning me general Calamity threatned to the 
7 EE vbole Nation, on account of Jdlerry, and other 
Sins: And therefore the Anſwer cannot reaſonably 
be extended to deliverance from all Evils, but 
trom thoſe of that Calamity only; importing 
that it Was God's * Deſign towards _ 
that 
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that he ſhould have noPart in it. This was what 
He enquir'd after: and there is no reaſon in the 
World why the Prophereſs ſhould be ſuppoſed to 


| anſwer about any thing but this. But, 2. ſup. 


poſing this ſhould he a more large and compre. 
henfive Declaration of God's kind Regards, and 
gracious Intention to preſerve him from other 
Evils, as well as from that Calamityz yet no 
ſuch Promiſe as this doth in the leaft imply in 
it that God will do this whether the Man wil 
or no; but always ſuppoſeth that all neceſſary 
Prudence be found on his Part; and that be 
joyn his own Endeavours with God Almighty Þ 
for his own preſervation. Now ꝓaſiab Runs him- 
ſelf into Danger unneceffarily ; unprovoked; 
nay, after repeated Warnings as from God him- 


ſelf, Doth any one, or did any one ever think 


that God Almighty's Promiſe to preſerve a Man 
ſuppoſeth that he will do it againft the Man' 
Will? St. Paul underftood this Matter quite o- 


' therwiſe, who, tho* he was told by an Ange! 


that not one Life ſhould be loft in the Ship 
wreck, yet declared that unleſs human Help were 
uſed, they could not be ſaved. As 27. 31. So 
the Promiſe here, in the utmoſt Extent of it, 
only declares the merciful Intention on God's 
Part, which can have effect only upon Suppof- 
tion that no mad and willful Imprudence on the 
ing's Part prevent it, In none of theſe Inftar- 
ces therefore is there any thing to juſtify any 
Failure in Prophetical 1 If any Perſons mil. 
underſtand a Promiſe, they muſt anſwer for it! 
But it doth not appear in any of theſe Caſes, 
but that Almighty God exactly fulfilled the Im- 
port of his Threatnings, or Promiſes 3 and was 
Tightly underſtood by the Perſons concerned. 
Or it Joſiab argued weakly from the Promiſe 
made to him; and upon that reaſoning, ran him- 
ſelf into Danger; this no more affects the Ve. 
| ' Tacity 
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racity of God, than if he ſhould ſuffer a ſincere 


Chriſtian to fin groſly, who ſhould run himſelf in- | 


to great Temptation upon Preſumption that 
God's Grace would be ſufficient for him, becauſe 
God had Promiſed it ſhould. 

II. You next come to other ſort of Predidti- 
ons ee and minatory: p. 80. in which you, and 
all are agreed that Conditions are always under- 
ſtood, or expreſſed: As God himſelf hath declared, 
Ferem. 18. This the Ninivites plainly under ſtood, 
that Repentance would ſave them; elſe it had 
been the higheſt Abſurdity for them to have 
ſet about it, contrary to what you here athrm. 
This Fonah himſelf knew: And this made 
him ſo unwilling to undertake an Office which 
ſome wicked ones might deride him for, when 
they ſhould ſee the City ſtill ſtanding. The reſt 
of your Deſcant upon this is all your own In- 
vention: And tho? we can't account for all Fonab's 
Reaſoning, or Behaviour; yet it is plain that 
the Repentance of the Ninivites was a public, ſo- 
lemn, outſide Shew, as well as an inward Re- 
folution of Change. But why Feremiab ſhould 
here be brought in as complaining, on this Head, 
of God's Failures, when he is the very Propher 
by whom God proclaims how his Promiſes and 
Threatnings are to be underſtood, is very ſtrange. 
He might be derided perhaps by ſome becauſe 
the Evils he ſpake of did not immediately come, 
even before he ſaid they would come: But he 
could not ſurely be derided by any, becauſe a 
true Repentance had kept off the threarned Evils, 
when he himſelf aſſured them from God that it 
would do ſo. This Caſe therefore admits of the eaſieſt 
HHution, as you ſay; becauſe here is no Failure 
on God's Part, nor any Blemiſh upon the Pro- 
pher, if the thing promiſed do not come to pals, 
when the Perſons concerned come not up to 
the Condition of the Promiſe; or if the thing 

F 3 threatned 
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ebreatned do not come to paſs, when the Per. 
bons concerned come up to the Condition re- 
quired in order to the preventing it. But | 
deſire to know of you, under this Head, if Pub- 
lic Calamities are threatned over and over again, 
and the time preciſely and frequently ſet; and 
Bo Alteration intervene z no ſuch Faith or Repen- 
tue be ſeen as is required by thoſe who pre- 
diet theſe Exils; nay, the Want of theſe ſtil 
as much eomplained of as ever, by the Predifers; 
And yet no fuch Predifions come to paſs; what 
muff we think of ſuch Prophets, eſpecially when 
they have frequently ſpoken of theſe Fvils, not 
only: as Fudgments upon Sinners and Unbeltevers, 
dut as Aneſbationt to their own Miſſion ? I ſhould 
here diſmiſs this Head, but that you have pick'( 
out 2 Caſe, not to be ſolved, if we will beliere 
von, without throwing off all Pretenſes to Kew 
ſongiving: And yet in my poor Opinion there 
is not a clearer Caſe, or one leſs to your Pur. 
poſe, in the whole Bible. Hezeliab being ſick, 
Jaiab comes and tells him from the Lora, Thou 
Halt die, and not lide, or, as the LXX read it, 
Thou art 4 dying Man; (not 4 dead Man, as you 
expreſs it.) Now, (if it may be thought conſiſtent 
with Humiliiy to conſider the whole of this 
Matter, aud not to think it praiſe worthy to be- 
lie ve any Contradiftion coneerni g Almigbiy God; 
J would affirm that here is no threatnmy in the 
Caſe, but only a Meſſage, or Declaration to 
him, that his Diſeaſe was paſt humane Cure, and 
of ſuch ſort, that no Hopes of Recovery were 
left; as an infallible Phyſician might have ſaid 
to him, you are certainly dying of this Diſtem- 
r. Thus it is plain Hezekiak underſtood it, and 
not as a peremptory Threatning that he ſhould 
die: Otherwiſe it bad been the abſurdeſt thing 
poſſible for him to have thought of preventing 
his Death, But be applies himſelf to Ged 
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and not to humane Art : And God interpoſeth, and 
| adds to his Life: Which ſhews ſufficiently how 


he underftood the Propbet. And thus methinks 
you your ſelf might have explained it, ſince you 
rightly obſerve, p. 83, 84. that ſome Prophefies 
refer d only to the. Series of Cauſes in the World, 
according, to which the Events would follow, if God 
bim ſelf did not interpoſe. - But here. your repeated 
Scorn of Humane Reaſoning ii general makes me 
put you in Mind that Zumility and the Uſe of 
Reaſon are perfectly conſiſtent: And that if ſome 
People had a little more of bozb they would 
not bring an Odium, and Diſreſpect, upon the 
Holy Scriptures, by repreſenting the Ways of 
God as not to be. judged of according to the 
Rules of Humane Truth. and Fuſticez as if Ræve- 
lation, and even the beſt Reaſoning, were at irre- 
concileable Enmity with one another. 

III. Next follow your Thoughts upon what 
ou call Deciſive Predictions: But I dere to re- 
erve the laft Place for them, and to conſider 
here the drag and unaccountable Doctrine you 
have taught the World about your Fourth ſort 
of Prediction, which you call an Arbitrary one, p. 84. 
in which you ſay, tho* the Prophes be 4 true Pro- 
pbet, yet is it the. internal Purpoſe of the Almighty, 
for wiſe Reaſons, that the Matters of it predicted 
hall certainly nat come to paſs. Of this you ſay 
we have diverſe Inftances in Scripture : But you 
are not ſo kind as to pretend to give us more 
than three; and theſe I ſhall now examine. 1, 
The Prophets of Abab, who perſwaded him, as 
om the Lord, te go up to Battel, come under 
this Head. Now, 1. It doth, not appear that 
theſe were Prophers ever inſpired by the true 
God ; in the Senſe in which we now under- 
ftand the. Word. They were 400 in Number: 
Doth any. one think that there was "ſuch a 


Number of Pe; ions at that time, to whom the 
71 People 
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People were obliged to attend? Or ſuch a Num 
ber of Perſons who were properly the Propbers of 
the Lord, when Ehjab; in the Reign of this ve. 

Ahab, had declared himſelf the only one 
Joke” 1 1555 19. 10, 14%? 2. They ate called 
Prophets indeed: And ſb are all who pretend 
to ſpeak in the Name of the Lord. But they 
appear to have been p and Pretender, 


7 Abab loved an "often truſted, be- 
155 8 Fun, _ made it their 


eſs to pr nde is Ming kim? And 
Efote t re | Fg Propbets, v. 21, 
22. not t 'of the Thrd: And thus e. 
N * nga them to be, as is plain from 
not de 2 | them, but NE for 
a Propher of the Tord, v. 5 whereas theſe are 
calted- Prophers > only ws And it ſeems ve 
N That” ig Wat. te in which God 
ſeht t de Pr 5, there 2 ' 
Iv welFof thoſe who, #24 the p e Edu: 
cation” in be! Jebel of 1 fe of others 
who. were vo! Diſeipfes of Nur Prophet pes 
themſelves up for 7 b 5 pt Ae their 
wer he Fro of i who y auped by 
ver the Pr of «the Tori, or in 7 
zo by ſuch as theſe: God often com- 
ins N 878 28 ,and Pebple; were frequent. 
' miſled. But, ere is not the leaſt Proof 
] be U Hheſe Prophets“ hid ever: "before been owned 
Cod as” is. Prophets: But it is plain that they 
= likewiſe beretotore' been contradifted in 
their Flatteries of Abab, by Miraiab the Prophet 
of the Tord, v. 7. who always prophefied Evi], 
dut Truth, concerning, Ahib. 4. Theſe precen- 
det . pte. s<herefore, upon hom A often un- 
reaſc „fs bly relied, for the fake of their Cow- 


Huter, againft The Teftiniuony of God's true 


Prophet Micaizh , God did W a Lying- 
| 


Spirit lo poſſeſs, in 2 fignal Manner, for = 
e- 
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eſerred Puniſhment 3: yet in Mercy at the ſame 

— inſpiring his true Prophes to tell bim the 
Truth, if be would attend to it. 5. So that 
what is this Inſtance ? It is an Inſtance of God's 
true Prophet, inſpired with Tul, which the E- 
vem juſtiſied ; and of Abab's Prophets, who ne- 
yer were God's Prophevs,” as far as appears, but 
always ſalſe Flatterers, inſpired- with a Lying 
Spirit. 6. Miraiab ex preſſeth himſelf in a figurative, 
viſionary, or poetical Manner: But at that was 
meant by his Account was, that God th voy 


fit that Abe ſhould be de 3 und this 

Means of thoſe Falſe Prophets; whom br had of- 
ten preferr*d before Gs Prophets; and that 
he permitted a Lying Spirit to do the Bu- 
dae. The ſame Account is given of Satan's 
appearing amongſt the Sons of God, aud under - 


taking to debauch Fob from his Integrity ; and 


of God's permitting him: But would any one 


ſay that God bore an active Part in the wicked 


Defign of the Tempter? So is' he repreſented by 
Micaiab as permitting an Evil Spirit to follow 
its own Inclinations in ſeducing Abab. And rhis 
a Man of your reading muft know, (nay, tis 
what you put us in mind of ſometimes, =_ 
cularly; and very remarkably, p. 33, which I 


recommend to you, 'own: peruſal ;) that in Scri. 
pture all Events are aſcribed to the Lord, and 
chings which he only permits, repreſented ſome- 


times as his 3 and his Wilk. 7. What 
is here there | 

Of an Even not anſwering the Prediſtions of any 
of God's Propbets ? Micaiah was God's Prophet: 
And the Evenr anſwered his Words; and God 


 infpired him with Truth, eren when he had a 


Mind to deſtroy Abab by Falſhood ; But Abab's 


Prophets, Pretenders only to Divine Mſpirarion, 


are by a Lying Spi- it inſpired with Falfhood. How 
plain, how eaſy, how natural, how reaſonable K 
ö a 


re of an Arbitrary Proceeding ? 


NG 
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all this Proceeding on God's Part ? and how re. 
folved doth he ſhew himſelf to leave no ſuch 
Failures, no ſuch Marks of Inpeſture upon bis 
own true Propbets? Thus much for your groſly 
miſtaken Inſtance of Abab's Prophets. 
_ 2. What you here lay upon Almighty God, 
is, you ſay, agreeable to what God bimſelf tells Eze- 
kiel. 14. Ch. 7. and this you make your ſecond 
Inſtance of Arbitrary Propheſy. This is a Caſe in- 
deed in which God ſpeaks of deceiving. a Pro- 

et: But not of his forcing any to ſpeak a 
falſe Meſſage: And this not of his own True Pro- 
phers 5, not of thoſe who are influenced by bim- 
ſelf, and guided by his Rules, and particularly 
by the Rule here laid down,, as appears from 


the Place. For, 1. By God's deceiving the Prophet is 


Plainly meant, according to the uſual Way of 
Scripture Expreſſion, his reſolving to permit that 
the Prophet who is willing to give favourable 
Anſwers to any dolatrous Iſraelites ſhall be over- 
ruled by ſome Lying Spirit, and governed by 
ſome Egregious beate in order to the greater 


Puniſhment both of Prophet, and Inquirer ; As 


you know from your own Obſervations, p. 33. 
that a ſignal and exemplary Balten. or Decep- 
tion may be called a Deception from the Lord- 
As it might be ſaid of a Great incorrigible Sin- 
ner who hath deſerved it, that God will lay 
more Stumbling-blocks. in. his Way to ſeduce 
him, when in Truth this is only meant, that 
he will give him over to his own wicked Heart, 
and to the Temptations of the Devil; And as 
God is {aid to harden Pharaoh's Heart, as a Pu- 
niſhment, anly by doing or permitting what 
would have that Effect, thro' his own Fault: 
And, to give .a yet flronger Inſtance, as God 
himſelf is ſaid to, move David.to a great Crime, 
2 Same. 24. 1. only by permitting, Satan to move 


him to it, to whom the active Part is expreſſy 
attri- 


| 
$ 


muſt be as willful, and voluntary, as of the 


the Antient Prophets. 
attributed, 1 Chron. 21. 1. Theſe Exprefhons 
were plainly thus intended, and thus rightly 
under ſtood by the Antiert ꝓewe: And you your 
ſelf can ſo underſtand them, when it ferves your 
own Purpoſe. 2. That the Crime of the Pro- 
pbet deſerving this, was a voluntary, wilfull Crime, 
and not the ſpeaking what he could noc help, 
but was forced to ſpeak even by God himſelf, 
(as you would infinuate) is evident from what 
follows, that the Puniſhment of the Prophet fy 
be even as the Puniſhment of him that ſeekerh unto 
him, v. 10. which you hide from your Reader, 
but which will plainty convince him that this 
cannot relate to God's true Prophets, eſpecially 
if according to your Notion of them, God him- 
ſelf ſpeaks 'forcibly thro' them without their 
bearing any Part in it; For what Room then 
for ſo ſevere, or indeed any Puniſhment at all, 
for their ſpeaking what they could not help ſpea- 
king? The deceived Prophet therefore being here 
threatned with as ſevere a Puniſhment as the 
Hdolatrous Enquirer, the Crime of the Prophet here 
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1 = 3 and cannot be merely the ſpeaking 
a Falſhood, which, according to you, he cannot 
help ſpeaking. 3. All this relates to that one 
particular Caſe of 7dolatrous Perſons coming to 
enquire, concerning the Lord, of Prophets profeſ- 
ling to peak in his Name: And in this Caſe 
only he layeth down the Rule for all, both Peo- 
ple, and Prophets, to govern themſelves by: And 
therefore ſuppoting it poſſible for God to bear 
an active Part in deceiving a Propbet; yet, it be- 
ing declared in this one Caſe only, it cannot 
poſſibly be extended to any Caſe but this: Much 
leſs ought it to be repreſented as the ordina- 
ry way of God's dealing with the beft of his 
own Propbers, and in thoſe Meſſages to which | 
the World is fummoned to attend. 4. The-De- 
6 claration 
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claration of Almighty God in this Place is, that 
he will anſwer the Perſons there ſpoken of, by 
bimſelf, in contradiſtinction to his anſwering them 
by Prophets, v. 7. which is a plain Proof that 
the Perſons pretending to anſwer them could 


not be moved by God to do it, or ſpeak the 


Words of the Lord. And what Inftance is this, 
therefore, of Almighty God's ſp:aking Falſhood 


"thro" a true Prophe: 3 and this by an arbitrary 


Will : When he declares he will not anſwer 
ſuch Perſons at all by a Prophet; and gives the 
Reaſon of his proceeding z and puniſhes the pre- 
tended Prophet as a preſumptuous, willfull Sin- 
ner againſt him? _. + : 

3. But there is yet, ſay you, 4 third tony 
thereof more plain tban the former. i. e. an Inſtance 
of a Prophet by whom God arbitrarily ſpake 
contrary to what he knew the Event would be, 
This is the Inſtance of Eliſha, 2 Kings. 8. 10. 
who ſaid unto #azael, Go ſay unto him, viz. Ben- 
badad, Thou ſhalt ſurely recover: Howbeis rhe Lord 
bath ſhewed me thas be ſball ſurely die. On the 
contrary, I ſay, this is an Anſwer moſt exactly 
true, and eralliy fullfilled by the Event. Ha. 
dae! was ſent to enquire whether Ben-badad ſhould 
recover of his Indiſpoption; And to be ſure was 
reſolved to guide himſelf by the Prophes's An- 
ſwer. If the Prophet had anſwered him that he 
would die of that Sickneſs, it would have ſaved 


him the Trouble of murthering him: If otherwiſe, 


he knew what he had to do. The Queſtion 


therefore being wholy about his Sickneis 3 as 


to that, the Prophet anſwers firſt, that he ſhould 


recover, agreeably to your own Obſervation, 


concerning Predictions relating only to the Series 
of ſecond Cauſes working in the World: And this 
was literally true, that he would recover of 
that Sickneſs; or that that Sickneſs would not 


-prove mortal co him, which was the matter of 


Enquiry. 
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Enquiry. Hombeit, the Prophet adds to Zazaels 
Think not that I am ignorant of thy Defign ; 
For God hath ſhewed me that he ſhall ſurely 
die another Way, tho' not of this Diftemper. 
This the Event juftified : For Hazel immedi. 
ately killed him, as ſoon as he knew that his 
Diſtemper would not. And what is there in all 
this, freed from your dilingenuous Comment, 
but what is perfectly agreeable to Truth, and 
perfectly anſwered by the Event? 

But to juſtity your ſelf for imputing thoſe things 
to the Ever-blefſed God, for the like to which 
any Man would be accounted a Liar, you ap- 
peal to Feremiab for ſaying that God bad greatly 
deceived the People aud Feruſalem, which is mani- 
feftly nothing but that God, for a Judgment, 
had permitted them to be deceived by thoſe Falſe 
and Flattering Prophets, not commithoned by God, 
of whom Feremiab himſelf complains; and to 
guard againſt whoſe Impreſſions, he himſelf was 
ſent by God. The Queſtion here is, whether 
God inſpired Falſbood into any 1 and com- 
miſſioned them to publiſh this Falſhood: And 
in this Caſe, whether he inſpired the Falſe Pro- 
phets to preach Peace, and at the ſame time 
Feremiab to preach the contrary ; When þ any 
was the Prophet whom he owned, and the orhers ſuch 
as he diſclaimed ; nay, ſuch as are ſaid to bely 
God, Ch. 5. v. 12. and not to have the Word in 
them, v. 13. and to propbeſie Jay. v. 31. and 
were Theſe inſpired by God ? If not, how will 
you anſwer it to Him, to make them bis Pro- 
pbers, and deceived by Him, forcibly, and attively ? 
When it is repreſented as their own Crime, and 
they are to be puniſhed for it ; And particu- 
larly affirmed of Hauaniab, that the Lord did 
not ſend bim Ch. 28. 15. and yet the People truſted 
in his Lie, ib. And in the Language of Scripture, 
God Almighty would be ſaid to deceive the People 
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deceived the People? 
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by Harmiah the Prophet, becauſe in his Provi- 
dence he ſaw fit to permit him to propheſy 4 
Lie, which they. believed and truſted to. This 
then being all the deceiving that can here be 
charged upon Almighty God, what is this to his 
actual inditing falſe Propheſies ? And there 
are more Senſes of which theſt Words are ca: 
pabte. For Feremiab, thinking pf the infatuation 
of the People, truſting to Peace even amidft great 
Calamities, might well expreſs himſelf to this 
Purpoſe, This belief of Peace is ſo great and 
firm, amidft all Signs to the contrary, that one 
would think Thou, O Lord, hadſt indeed ſent 
Prophets to propheſy Peace, ſince they could not, 
even upon that Suppoſition, more firmly truſt 
to it than now they do. Or it may be very 
well read, by Way of £ueſtion, Is it poſſible that 
0 uld' have ſent, or inſpired 
thoſe Propbets who have ſo greatly deceived this 
People into Tho of Peace? Is it poſſible 
that this Deceit ſhould be from Thee, whereas 
the Sword Teaches unto the Soul ? But it is every 
way nothing to pour Purpole, and every way 
oppoſite. to your grofs Iaterpretation'z which 
is likewiſe directly contrary to your own Rule 


laid down, p. 75. (in which: you ſeem to have 


been over- ruled for your own Confutation,) as 
it is ſuch an one as is not warrantable from 
Scripture, or conſiſtent with other Jexts, and 
an Impeachment of the Trub of God. 

But again, you allege that Ferem. himſelf was 
deceived, and God deceived bim. Ch. 20. 7. Was 
Feremiab then like Abab's Prophets? Or was he 
one of thoſe Prophbers, 3 deceiving whom, God 

r, did be propheſy of any 


thing, which in the Event did not come to 
naſs ? Or was he one of theſe Prophets, ſo ſe- 
verely threatned by God in Ezekiel, for acting 
contrary to his ſettled Rule ? If not, then this 

+2 Paſſage 
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Paſſage is nothing at all to your Purpoſe, Nays. 
but juſt now you quoted this ſame Paſſage to 
prove that Feremiah complained of being deceived 
in thoſe Caſes, in which all allow that the Event 
depends upon Conditions, and in which God's 
veracity is not in the leaſt impeached. If fo, 
then Feremiab, cannot be thought to ſpeak here 
as if God had by bim, after an arbitrary 
Manner, predifed what he knew would never 
come to paſs: For this one Paſſage can't be- 
long to both Caſes. Nor can it indeed belong 
to either of them. For, ſuppoſing him to ſpeak of 
God's deceiving him, it is only a Melancholy Com- 
plaint, as appears from the whole Chapter, of the 
ill Uſage he had met with; and that God had 
as it were enticed, or over-perſwaded him, as 


the Word ſignifies, (which may be called deceiving. 


him) to take upon him a thankleſs and re proached 
Oihcez of which he ſometimes repented bim. 
Beſides, the Words may be interpreted interro- 
gatively, Haſt thou deceived me? And have I 
been deceived? Or, by Way of Suppoſition, If I 
be deceived in taking upon me the Part I have, 
Thou haft deceived me: Which imply the con- 
trary to what you would here fix upon Feremiagh. 
Theſe Words therefore, being capable of a ve- 
ry fair Conſtrudtion ſeveral Ways, it is the moſt 
abſurd thing, and contrary to all Rules of In- 


terpretation, as well as to your own, to chuſe 


ſuch an one as makes the Prophet tax Almighty 
God of downright, arbitrary, Falſhood 3 contra- 
ry to all the ſame Propbets (ſerious Declarations z 
and which cannot be juſtified by one ſingle In- 
france of ſuch Deceit, in his or any other Caſe. 
Nay, that what Feremiah complains of is vaſtly 
different from what you here fix upon Him, is 
evident to ary one who can but read the Chap- 
ter, in which he complains not in the leaſt of 


any Falſtocd which God had engaged him to 
G propheſy ; 
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| Propheſy;z or of any Prediction of his own which 
was not anſwered by the Event, (the only thing 
to your Purpoſe 3) but of Deriſion, and Trouble, 
more than he at firſt expected; and preſently 
comforts himſelf that God was, and would be, 
His Support. And what is this to that Arbitrary 
Deception in Propbeſy which you audacioufly at- 
tribute to the Fetber of all Truth? bf, - 
1 muſt not omit under this Head of Decep. 
tive fries, what we are told, ſince the wri- 
ting of this, 'in Juſtification of thoſe Failures 
which your Friends are forced to confeſs in their 
New Diſpenſation, viz. that in the fixth Chapter 
of Nebemiah there are, at leaſt, three iuſpired 
Perſons, propheſying a Falſhood. U pou turning 
to the Place I find indeed Perſons called Pre- 
pbets, or profeſhng themſelves ſuch, pretending 
to terrify Nehemiah. But they were ſo far from 
being inſpired by God, that they were inſpired 
by nothing but Mony to ſay what they did: 
For Tobiah and Sanballat bad bired Sbemaiab, v. 12. 
1 find God gave them no Marks of his Miſſion ; 
For Nebemiab preſently was able to ſee plainly that 
God bad not ſent them. ih. I find that Nebemiab 
was ſo audacious as to argue from Reaſon againſt 
the Poſſibility of God's ſending them. But what 
Pegree of Zeal for what they have once e- 
ſpouſed muft They. have, who could put this up- 
on the World as a Proof, that God forces De. 
ceptive, or Falſe, Propbeſies — thro' his 
true Prophets; or as an Inftance of any Pro- 
phet inſpired by God with a Falſhood; or as a 
Juftification of any fuch Failures in thoſe who 
are truly ſent of Gd? Indeed I ſee not how 
the great Enemy of God can well wiſh for a 
better Game than that ſuch Repreſentations 
thould be made of the Ways of Almighty God ; 
and of the Falſhood of his True Prophets. But 


enough of this; of which I can hardly ſpeak with 


the Severity it deſerves. And 
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And now, not content with having thus per- 
verted the 01d Teſtament to your Purpoſe, you 
proceed to deal with the New after the ſame 
Manner, and ask, with an Ayre of triumph, 
if what you have before fixed upon the Great 
God be not agreeable to the Goſpel-Revelation, 
wherein we are told that as for Thoſe who receive not 
the love of the Truth that they might be ſaved, God 
ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſion that they ſhould be- 
lieve 4 Lie. It hath often enough been ſaid, 
and you know it your ſelf, that the moſt re- 
markable Deluſions are called Deluſions from God, 
in which yet he only permits, for the Puniſh- 
ment of thoſe who deſerve it, ſuch Events, as 
in the End prove Deluſions, and Deceptions, to 
them. But ia this very Sentence God's ſending 
Deluſion to that Degree. that Men ſhould be- 
lieve a Lie, is plainly diftinguiſhed from his 
being the Author, Framer, and Speaker of this 
Lie, as you inexcuſably make God to be, This 
was your Bufineſs, to ſhew' that God himſelf 
ever ſpake what he knew would never come to 
paſs, and this arbitrarily ; And you quote a 
Text which ſaich that God, for juſt and wiſe 
Reaſons, gives up ſome, who have ftood out a- 
gainſt the utmoſt Evidence of Truth, to a fa. 
tal Deluſion, in order to their believing a Lie 
upon much leſs Evidence, What is here arbi- 
tra in this? What is here of propheſying pe- 
remptorily of what is never to come to pals? 
What is here to make you Father this Lie up- 
on Almighty God? Theſe Imputations call for a 
ſericus Repentance : And it is not your privatc 
Evidences, nor your repaired Health, nor any 
of your politive Affirmations to ſalve the Ho- 
nour of God, that can make Amends for theſe 
injurious and groundleſs Aſſertions: For ſo I hope 
I may call them, tince I have examined every one, 
and found, and proved them fo. But were it other- 
G 2 | wile 
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wiſe z and could you produce an obſcure Paſſage or 
t wo out of the 01d — of which we could not, 
for want of knowing all Circumftances, give ſo 
full an Account, bnt that it might look this way; 
yet how unfair, and unjuft, would it be, to make 
this the General way of God's dealing with 
his Prophets, and with Mankind; when there are 
40 many other plain Paſſages to the contrary, 
«hich aſſert that Evidence which he ever gives 
to his Tru? Prophets above that of any Falſe ones; 
which Eftablih that difference between Fim 
and the Fatber of Lies, and Deluſions which you 
have Endeavoured to confound; and which ap- 


peal to the Rules of Truth and Fuſtice, received 


dy Mankind, in order to the rational Trial of 
his Ways? a Trial which you have Endeavoured to 
Laugh out of Counterance; tho* without it 
there can be no ſuch Faith as can be acceptable 
to God, or worthy of Man., But God be thanked, 
you. have not been able, with all your Reading, 
and all your Zeal, to produce one lingle Inftance 
of any Eſtabliſhed Propbet, tozwhom any Perſons 
were obliged to attend, hy-whom God Al- 
mighty ſpake any one Prediſtion, Promiſe, or Threat- 
ing, which was not anſwered exatlly by the 
Event; unleſs in ſuch Caſes, in which you and all 
Acknowledge ſome Condition was expreſſed, or 
known to be Ulnderſtogd: + much leſs any Arbitrary 
Propheſy of Falſbood dictated by the True God; tho', 
in order to fix this abſurdity upon Almighty God, 
you have taken hearty Pains; and even con- 
tradicted your own Rule for the right Inter- 
pretation of Scripture, laid down p. 7. and afhxcd 
without any Neceſſity, nay, againft all appear- 


ances, ſuch ſenſes upon particular obſcure Text; 
of Scripture as ate contrary, I will not ſay to the 
beſt and moſt allowed. Dittates of Reaſon (for 
that you deſpiſe ;) but to numberleſs plain, un- 


controverted Texts in other Parts of the —_ 
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IV. I come now to thoſe Predi#ions which are 
called Deciſive: About the Nature of which we 
have no Diſpute, being agreed that the Proof of 
the Prophets divine Miſhon muſt be eftabliſhed, 
or fall to the Ground, according as theſe are, 
or are not, anſwered by- the Event. Yet L 
doubt we ſhall, under this Head, very much 
differ from one another, in the Application of 
your own Rule. For you were ſo ingenuous as 
to Inftance in two or three PrediFions of your 
Modern Friends, and to put the whole of the 
Cauſe upon their Completion; which have noto- 
rſouſly and moſt remarkably failed. Notwith- 
ftanding this, you and others ſtill adhere to this 
Diſpenſation: Nay, I find the very grois Failures 
in it are brought for an Argument of it's di- 
vine Original, it being more like the Ways of 
God for theſe Signatures of his Authority in it. 
Good God! that ever ſuch Marks of divine In- 
ſpiration can be urged, which are the only Marks 
by which to know a Deluſion | How han is 
it for Chriſtianity that our Lord aroſe again from 
the Dead, according to his Prediction! when, it 
ſeems, if he had not, there had been an addi. 
tional Argument for his Divine Authority, to be 
drawn from this Failure. But alas, the poor 4 
poſtles, I doubt, had not underſtanding enough 
in the Nature of Prophefies to have made fo good 
Uſe of ſuch a Failure. Well, but it is ſaid, that 
it was only by your own hafty humane Spirit that 
you made theſe things deciſve, as Mr. IL. the 
chief Propher, did his fix Natural Months. I de- 
lire therfore that you would give us an Inftance 
of a True Prophet amongſt the old ones, who 
ever did appeal to any Sign, as deciſive by his 
humane Spirit, diſagreeably to that Divzme Spi- 
rit by which he was led; to any particular E- 
vents, ſaying publickly that he would own him- 


ſelf deluded if they came not to paſs, and after- 
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wards found himſelf deceived by God ? Or of 
any uninſpired Perſon pitch'd upon by Jnſpira 


tion to defend a whole Set of Prophets; and this 


iuch an one as ſhould ſpoil their Cauſe by acting 
difagreeably to the Spirit of theſe Prophets, and 
by appealing to Proofs which that Spirit never 
deſigned ſhould come to paſs.. Theſe, you will 
lay, are Trifles. But can you, or any one, ſay 
that the Inſpirations: amongſt you made no ſuch 
Þreditions deciſive, as have egregiouſly failed? 
1. Conſider how many of the Inſpired predicted 
Emes's Reſurrection, and the Day, and the Pomp 
of it. Nay, were there not Viſions ſeen repre- 
ſenting the whole Solemnity? As if God Almighty 
deſigned, in Mercy, by ſo remarkable a Fai. 
lure to make you ſenſible of your Deluſion ? Now 
could there be any other Deſign in this than 
to give Teſtimony to this Diſpenſation; as our 
Lord's Reſurrection was to do to his? It was 
neither a Bleſwg, nor a Threatning, depending, 
on any Conditions, expreſsd or underſtood. It 
Prayers could have had any Effect, without doubt 
you have not been wanting to pray for ſuch 
Teſtimonies. Our Saviour's Reſurrection was not 
made more deciſve by himielt z nay I will ay, 
not ſo much as this was by the inſpired them- 
telves. Neither was this ſpoken of amongſt you 
as deſigned by God. for any thing but to give 
Teftimony to the Prophets themielves. And this 
is ſufficient to make it a: deciſ ve Prediction; and. 
the Failure of it a, certain Proof that God was 
not the Inſpirer, according to your own. Rule. 
It was not your Humane Spirit only, but all the 
Inſpirations which ſpake of it as a thing by which. 
God would determine the Auibority of this New. 
Diſpenſation and, this failing, what need we look 
any farther ? But, 2. The ſame may be ſaid. 
af Mr. L.'s fix Months, which he could not be 
luppoſed to fix without Direction, as he thought, 
n ; from 


hob 2.8 =» AA = & i» 


the Antient Prophets. 67 


from his Inſpirer. However, this is certain, that 
the Inſpirations have owned ſome Occaſion for 
greater, and more open Atteſtations than any 
yet have been; and proclaimed God's Deſign, 
30d Reſolution, to do much more for the Con- 
viction of the World than what hath been done 
already. It cannot be a Crime in any there- 
fore to wait till theſe mighty. Works ſhew them- 
ſelves. Particularly, you your ſelf p. 87. ſay 
that this Period was fixed and confirmed by ſix 
or ſeven under Inſpiration; and give us the Words 
of a particular Inspiration, in which you are com. 
manded to acknowledge the Lord not to bave ſpo- 
hen by this Voice, if open Miracles, public Atteſtations 
from Heaven were not given within that Space 
of time. Could any thing poſſibly be made 
more deciſive than this? In the ſame Inſpirati- 
on there follows likewiſe the determinate time, 

beyond which God will not bear with Unbe- 
hevers: And can you produce any Inftance of 
God's bearing with the continued Iniquities of 
a People beyond the Time limited in plain 
Words by himſelf? Yet hath all this, and much 
more failed; And now we are to be told, with 
little leſs than Blaſphemy, that this is God's u- 
ſual Way of dealing with the World. Lay there. 
fore your Heads together, and, if you reſolve 
to perſiſt againſt all the Failures which you have 
met with; anſwer, if it be poſſible, to theſe few 
Cueſt ions. 

1. Did God thus eſtabliſh the Authority of 
Moſes, and of Chriſt, by failing them in their moſt 
confident Predictions ? Did he ever after this 
Manner. ſet up any Diſpenſation in the World? 
Did he ever by any Prophet foretell any one 
thing, to come to pals, for the eftabliſhing the 
Credit of that Prophet, which did not ſo come to 
paſs ?* Did he ever require of any Nation or 
People, to attend to the Meſſage of a Prophet, 

or 


68 4 VINDICATION of 


or Number of Prophers, and promiſe by them 
ſuch and ſuch Atteſtations, ſuch and ſuch Proofs 
of their Divine Commiſſion, within a particu. 
lar time; and then fail them, and ſtill go on 
to require the Faith of the People, as much as 
if he had anfwered them? Nay, what are the 
Inſtances which you your ſelf pretend to pro- 
duce? Even ſuppoſing you have truly repre. 
ſented them, which T have ſhown you have not, 
are they, or any of them, ſtances of God's fai- 
ting to anſwer the Predifions of his Prophets in 
any Caſe, in which the Authority, or Credit of 
the Prophet was the thing aimed at in the Pre- 
ditions ? No. But the utmoſt that can be ſaid 
in their Favour is, that they are obſcure Paſſages 
of Scripture, of the Meaning of which we; at this 
great Diftatice, cannot give a fall, and com- 
tete Account. And fhalll we therefore fix 46- 
furdixies upon them? 1 
2. To what Purpoſe are fuch Predictions of 
Atteſtations? For the Credit of the Prophets, or 
not? Is it God's Deſign to convince the World 
of their Authority, or not ? If not, then it is 
abſurd and blaſphemous to ſuppoſe him ſpeaking 
to this Effect, that his Defign is to convince 
the World by fuch and ſuch particular Ap- 
pearances. But if this be his Deſign, then He 
cannot fail of accompliſhing ſuch Predittions, be- 
bauſe he hath told us that it is by the Accom- 
pliſhment of them that he deſigns to convince 
us. But if after this; if after God Almighty hath 
proclaimed that he will by theſe convince us, 
and. by theſe bear Witneſs to his Prophets, He 
can be believed to fail in theſe very Iuſt ces; 
an this out of an arbitrary Humour; it remains 
that no Abſurdity, no Contradiction, no In- 
decency is too great to be believed of the Supreme 
Feing. 
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2, If this be the Method of God's dealing, 
put the Caſe that an Evil Spirit ſhould, in at- 
reftation to a contrary Diſpenſation, predict, and 
fulhl ſeveral things Exactly, without one Failure, 
what muſt the World do? or, which way muft 
we turn our Selves ? Is it come to this, that 
Failure and Deception is the Signature of God; 
and Uniformity,. and a Correſpondence of all 
Events, is left for the Mark of Deluſion, rather 
than of True Inſpiration ? But Humane Nature 13 
not ſo made as ſeriouſly to embrace what hath 
not the outward Appearances of Truth; or to 
attend to any thing as coming from God, in 
which all the Public. Marks, to which appeal hath 
been made, have failed to that Degree, that 
you are forced your ſelves to have Recourſe to 
the more private, to which you your ſelves only 
are Witneſſes, | 

4. According to the late Way of arguing, in 
Uſe amongſt your Friends, how can you poſſibly 
jadge either of a Revelation, or a. Deluſion 2 If theſe 
main and open Proofs, upon which the nfþira- 
tions themſelves laid ſuch Streſs, may fail; and 
yet the Diſpenſation be. Divine; How ſhall we 
know what is not Divine? If theſe Failures be 
the Marks of Divinity, what are the Marks of 
the contrary ? 

5. If the Mark of Falſe Prophets laid down by 
Moſes, hath, as you ſay, Reference to theſe De- 
cifrvue Prediftions : Then how can you acquitt 
your New Friends, all whoſe moſt Deciſive Pre- 
ditions have egregiouſl failed? What fignifie 
any other Proofs, if this Criterion, laid down 
by God himſelf, condema them? Who is obliged 
to regard any other pretended Proofs ? 

6. If the Falſe Prophets, of whom we are fore- 
warned, be ſuch as mix their own humane Spi- 
 rit with the Divine; as you- ſay; then are not 


your Friends, by your own Confeſſion, of the 
Num- 
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Number of thoſe,againft whom we are forewarned, 
and to whom we are forbid to attend? 

7. If they be of the Number of thoſe who 
are ſaid in Ezekiel, according to you, to be at- 
bitrarily deceived by Almighty God, are they not 
conſequently of the Number of thoſe, againſt 
whom the Wrath of God is in the ſame Place de- 
clared, and to whom the People were not to at- 
tend ? 

8. If God Almighty may thus fail them; if they 
have prophefied Falſhood by his Inſpiration, or 
by the Mixture of their own Spirit with his; 
if it be ſo common a thing for Almighty Gol 
thus to deal with the World; How do you knou, 
or how can you paſſibly aſſure us, or your Selves, 
that your main Meſſage is not a Falſhood, or a 
Deluſion likewiſe ? How can you prove that the 
Day of the Lord is coming at this particular 
time? May not God arbitrarily deceive in ib, 
as well as in other Prediqttiuns? Former Pre- 
dictions concerning it in antient Prophets cannot 
convince you, becauſe, you ſay, it was the Way 
of God to amuſe the World with arbitrary, and 
deceptive Prophefies, of which this may be one 
as well as any other you can Name. And your 
own Predifions can fignify nothing, becauſe theſe 
You have found not anſwered by the Event in 
many Inſtances, as derifive as any can be made. 
Again, | 
9. Your Inſpirations have Profeſſed that in 
Order to, prove. your Propbers ſent on this 
Meflage, great Miracles ſhould he done in ſuch 
a Time; and a particular Perſon raiſed from 
the Dead oa ſuch a Day. Now, if thoſe Proof; 
which were Promiſed for no other End but to 
convince us of this have failed, then your 
Deciſive Prediftions have failed. But thoſe Proots or 
Signs which were promiſed, and ſpoken of, 
no otherwiſe than as what God thought wanting 
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for the Conviction of the World have failed: 
Therefore your Deciſive Predifions have failed: 
And therefore, by your own and Moſes's Rule, 
the Predicters are Falſe Prophets, not ſent by 
God. Obſerve what I ſay, Theſe Prediction: 
were- Occaſioned by the demand of open Mi- 
racles They were Promiſes of great Works, and 
particularly of a Reſurreion. Theſe Promiſes 
were made purely for the Eftabliſhing the Credit 
and Authority of the Prophets, It was ſaid ſo 
in the IÞſpirations themſelves. The time; the 
Day, fixed; and Circumftances declared. Theſe 
things are what make Propbeſies decifive. Now 
then, what will you ſay ? Hath that Text in 
_ any Signification at all? Or ſhall: it ſig- 
nity any thing or nothing, according co your 
Pleaſure? Or can you give an-Inftance of 'any 
Sign thus promiſed, thus referr'd to by God, thus 


— thus particularly deſcribed by any 


true Prophet, and this for the Conviction of the 
World; which yet failed in the Evem? Or is it 
fair and candid, after all this to ſay that theſe 
Prediftions were not deciſive, nor deſigned ſo to be? 

10. If theſe Failures in your open and public 
Appeals, and Propbeſies, be not ſufficient to con- 
vince you of your Deluſion, by what Argument, 
or what Fvenr, can Almighty Gad convince you 
of it ? You put it out of his Power to do it, 
unleſs it be by anſwering all your Predi4ions by 
Events: For this, according to you, would give 
you ſome Suſpicion that the Spiris of God, which 
you have made to be an Arbitrary, and Deceprive 
Spirit, is not amongſt you. 

11. If the Events predicted for the Confirma- 
tion of the Truth of your Prophets, had actually 
and exactly come to pals, I detire to ask, had 
this Diſpenſation been more like the Work of 
God, or leſs like it, or equally juft as it was 
before ſuch Prediions ? If it would have been 
more ſo, for ſuch a Correſpondence of Events, 

then 
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then is it.leſs ſo for the want of them, and le; 
credible in the Eyes of the World; and the 
World not to be blamed for rejecting it: And 
then likewiſe, is your late Way of arguing, and 
taking an Aire of greater Aſſurance from the 
Failure of them a great Sign of a ſtrong Dely. 
fon upon you to the believing a Lie. If it would 


have been leſs like the Work of God, if he had 


fulfilled theſe Predictions, or * equally as it 
was before, then is it the higheft Abſurdity to 
ſuppoſe Almighty God predicting ſuch Events as 
fit to be accompliſhed for the Credit of a Dijpey- 
ſation, when yet the Accompliſhment of them 
would, it ſeems, have added nothing to the Cre. 
dit of it; but rather have made it appear le 
credible, and leſs divine than it would have 
been without it, | 


12. If you cannot name any one True Pre. 


nber ſent with a Meſſage of great and univer- 
ial Importance; or any one Diſpenſation to which 
the World was required to attend; for the 
Confirmation of which God Almighty 0 much as 
permitted one ſuch Appeal to be made, either 
by the Humane, or Prophetical Spirit, to great 
Signs, and wonderfull Events, tor the eſtabliſhing 
the Credit of it; and afterwards failed in thole 
Events: Ought you not all to lay your Hand 
2 your Hearts, and confeſs the great Ir- 

ignity you have offered to the Spirit of God; 
by introducing him. as making Multitudes ot 
ſuch Appeals; making repeated Promiſes and Pro- 
felions of working ſuch and ſuch particular 
Miracles, at ſuch a Time; at ſuch a Place; 
and after ſuch a Manner; and this for the Con- 
fix mation of the Auzbority of thoſe who ſpeak in 
his Name; and then failing in all theſe promiſed 
public Atteftations ? Ought you not to bewail the 
great Encouragement you have given to Men 
of Unſtable Principles; the great Stumbling - 
Block you have caſt in the Way of the Gofp-1 
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the great Contempt you have brought upon Jrue 
Propheſy, and the 014 Prophets 3 and the great 
Sport you have made for a Wicked and Scoffing 
Age of Unbelievers; by fixing ſuch things upon 
the Supreme Being, and his Inſpired Prophets, as I 
really dread to repeat; ſuch as leave no Room 
for auy true Judgment concerning any Kevela- 
tion; or any Diſtinttion between Faith and Cre- 
dulity ; Inſpiration and Enthuſiaſm ? 

What Thanks your New Friends may give you 
for your Performance I know not. You have 
ftrenuouſly laboured, ſometimes to prove them 
Falſe Prophets in mixing Lies with Truth; ſome- 
times to prove them like Abab's Prophets, over- 
ruled by a Deceptive Spirit; ſometimes like thoſe 
Propbets in Exckiel for whoſe Perverſneſs God 
threatned a terrible Puniſhment ; ſometimes like 
Hananiah, of whom Feremiah declared that the 
Lord ſpake not by him ; and ſometimes even like 
Baal's Prophets. X * implicitly acknowledge that 
they are of the Sort of Falſe Trophers againſt 
whom our Saviour warns us, by telling us we are 
to underſtand by Falſe Prophets ſuch as mix their 
humane Spirit with the Divine: And you effectually 
convince us that they cannot be True Prophets, 
according to St. Paul's Notion, by aſſuring us 
that their Spirit is not ſubjeF to them, but who- 
ly out of their own Power to model and go- 
vern; and conſequently that they are unca pa- 
ble of following the Advice concerning Order, and 
Decency which that Apoſtle gives to the Inſpired 
amongſt the Corinthians. | 

How much the Antient Prophets are obliged to 
you, I have endeavoured to ſhew in the foregoing 
Pages, in which it bath been my Defign to vin- 
dicate them from your unworthy Aſper ſions, and 
pernicious Miſtakes. And having done this, as 
effe ctually as I can, I leave you to ſuch Thoughts 
as a calm Review of this Cauſe may juſtly fug- 
zeſt to you. 
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